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Volume 11 Issue 29 9th May 2008 
 

Opening of the History Department 
 
Prior to his speech at the Headmaster's Conference Charles Kennedy visited the new History Department in 
its tower with commanding views over Brighton and the sea in order to unveil a plaque and formally open it. 
He was greeted by the History staff and a group of pupils, one of whom, Tom Lord, presented him with a 
copy of our own Father Robert's slim volume on historical nicknames Fat Bald and Worthless. The former 
leader of the Liberal Democrats clearly appreciated his warm reception and engaged in animated 
conversation with pupils before moving on to lunch with the conference delegates. 
 

 
Headmaster's Conference 
 
This event in the first week of May, regularly attracting some 300 Heads and Senior staff from independent 
schools all over the country, is now a regular feature in the college calendar. The delegates gathering in the 
sun-drenched front quad on Thursday morning keenly anticipated hearing from the Conservative MP and 
Shadow Schools Secretary Michael Gove, Chair of the Charity Commission Dame Suzi Leather, former Lib 
Dem Leader Charles Kennedy and, as the after lunch speaker, the inimitable Dom Anthony Sutch. None of 
them disappointed; all of them stimulated or entertained or both. As ever, the normal business of the school 
day went around the two hubs of the conference, the Great Hall and the Sports Hall, where the Barbershop 
group sang for our visitors before and after lunch.   
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Confirmation  
 
The college's annual service of Confirmation will be conducted by 
the Rt Revd David Wilcox in chapel on Sunday 11 May at 10.30am. 
This is a particularly appropriate day for six college pupils to be 
confirmed, being the feast of Pentecost. All college friends and 
families are warmly invited to come along to support them, and 
pupils from Aldrich, Durnford, Fenwick, School and Williams Connor 
in particular are expected to be present. 
 
 
 
St George's Concert  
 
The audience at St George's were full of praise on Wednesday evening for the prodigious talents of Rebeccah 
Considine, who gave a remarkably poised and powerful performance (from memory) of Schumann's piano concerto, 
ably accompanied by the college orchestra. It was a fine display of college musicianship. The Choral Society took over 
after the interval with the challenging suite from Gershwin's Porgy and Bess, full of jaunty rhythms and bright orchestral 
and vocal colours. The concert also contained performances by the Saxophone Ensemble, Chamber Orchestra, and the 
Chamber Choir with a most moving account of Shenandoah. 
 
Jazz Night in the PAC: Thursday 15 th May 7pm 
 
Everyone is welcome to come along for a relaxed evening of Jazz in 
the club-style atmosphere of the PAC. Enjoy a glass of wine as you 
listen to the ever-popular College Swing Band, just back from their 
Paris tour, and other talented Jazz musicians. Drinks and nibbles 
available. Entry is free, with a fund-raising collection on the evening. 
This event is always popular so put it in your diary, and why not 
invite your family and friends as well? All College families are 
welcome at this event 
 
 
 
 
Opening of the new ‘Sammy Woods’ Cricket Pavilion: Thursday 22 nd May 
 
On Thursday 22nd May the new Home Ground cricket pavilion will be opened by ex England Cricket captain Mike 
Gatting.  A T20 cricket match will take place starting at 2.30pm with the official opening of the new pavilion at 4pm. 
 
Mike Gatting will lead a ‘Chance to Shine XI’ which will include  
 
Clare Connor, Sussex CCC and England (OB) 
Charlotte Edwards, England (Capt) 
Sarah Taylor, Sussex CCC and England (OB) 
Matthew Machan, Sussex CCC (OB) 
 
The new pavilion will be named after old boy Sammy Woods. 
 
Upper Sixth Graduation Ball Saturday 21 st June  
 
This year’s Leavers’ Ball is at the Hilton Metropole at a cost of 
£62.50 per head. All boyfriends, girlfriends, brothers, sisters and 
parents are warmly invited, along with all members of the OBA.  The 
venue is big enough that breathing space can be maintained 
between graduates and their elders and we anticipate that this event 
will be a truly memorable one for all concerned! Payment for the 
tickets is due by Friday 13th June at the latest in order to be able to 
confirm final numbers. Please contact Mr. Mark Beard for more 
information. 
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Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
 
Over the Bank Holiday weekend fifty-two Lower Fifth pupils participated in their Bronze Practice expedition on the South 
Downs. In glorious spring sunshine the nine expedition teams backpacked 24km or more over two days, camping 
overnight at Park Wood near Poynings; on the second day, from their vantage point at Devil’s Dyke, staff were able to 
observe the teams on their final approach and, in many cases, collapse! Well done to all involved – the teams can now 
look forward to their Qualifying expedition next month. 
 
Distinctions 
 
Jonny Bator (D); Laura Vanstone (F); Ellie Green (F); Tom Strange (L); Louis Rivet (L); Jamie Newton (L); Oliver Ebdell 
(R). 
 
Sports Review  
 
In the Girls’ Tennis matches  against St Bede’s the 1st Team won 6 sets to 3. 1st pair of Captain Lucy Turner and 
Maddy Sava won by two sets, as did 2nd pair Emma Thomas and Sophie St. Clair-Jones and third pair Izi Hutchinson 
and Mariella Blackwell in their 1st VI debut. Sophie St Clair-Jones and Emma Thomas deserve a special mention for 
their heroic efforts to come back from 3-5 down to win 7-5 in their final match.  In the 2nd VI match, although losing, the 
quality of their play has improved considerably since the start of the term. Stephanie Hartop and Emily Keithley worked 
hard throughout their match.  Stephanie Hartop and Emily Keithley worked hard throughout their match. 
 
Girls Tennis v St Bede’s 
1st VI  Won  6-3 
2nd VI  Lost  7-2 
 
In the Cricket matches against Eastbourne on Saturday a lack of runs from the batsmen meant that the Under 14 Bs 
and 1st XV were the only two sides to win.  In the 1st XI game Eastbourne were restricted to 197 for 6 off their 50 overs,  
Alisdair Wilson recording the best bowling figures of 3 for 27. After a flying start from Adam Davis (36) and Ollie Gatting 
(53), the 1st XI were 68 for 1 off only 10 overs. Wilson played a steady innings of 25 not out whilst Andrew Thornely 
blasted 73 not out which included 8 sixes.  The 1st XI won the game by 8 wickets with 18 overs to spare. 
 
A mixed performance from the Under 14 B. After making an excellent early start, reducing their opponents to 7 for 5, the 
team were unable to capitalise and allowed Eastbourne to bat out the 30 overs scoring 100 runs.  An early collapse of 
wickets led to a tense period, but Henry Tydeman and Ben Hornby delivered an 80 run partnership, which showed some 
extremely resilient batting.  The pick of the bowlers were Sam Darkens and Ben Halford. 
  
In the Rounders matches against St Bede’s the Under 14 As lost 26 ½ to 11 ½. The huge total was the result of some 
fantastic hitting by one girl. The college girls fielded well throughout the match with Daisy Handley taking 3 catches 
in the first innings. Stephanie Fitzgibbon, Laura Medlock, Heidi Vallier and Freya Soady were the main contributors to a 
creditable Brighton total.  In the Under 15 A game the college side restricted St. Bede's to 4 rounders in the first innings. 
Florrie Wilby took 3 excellent catches in the deep field, Jess Appleton took a catch as backstop and Karoline Kullmann 
bravely caught and bowled one of their hardest hitters.  The team won 15 ½-11.  In the B team game Alexa Wood 
bowled well, Lana Talyor woked hard in the field and big hitting from Amy Tims helped the team to a 12-9 ½ win. 
 
Rounders v St. Bede's  
Under 15 As      Won 15 ½ -11  
Under 15 Bs   Won 12-9 ½  
Under 14 As   Lost 11 ½ -26 ½  
 
In the Boys’ athletics match on Saturday the college athletes performed well, winning the overall team event, beating 
Eastbourne, Cranleigh, St John’s. Seaford, Ardindly, Worth, Caterham and Hurst. 
 
Athletics Meeting at Eastbourne 
 
Junior Boys 
1st Brighton 120, 2nd Cranleigh 94, 3rd Caterham 85, 4th Hurst 80, 5th Seaford 72, 6th St John’s 67, 7th Worth 60, 8th 
Eastbourne 56, 9th Ardingly 51 
 
Intermediate Boys 
1st St John’s 117, 2nd Hurst 114, 3rd Brighton 111, 4th = Caterham & Cranleigh 86, 6th Seaford, 7th Eastbourne 56, 8th 
Worth 43, 9th Ardingly 36 
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Senior Boys 
1st Eastbourne 113, 2nd St John’s 109, 3rd Brighton 101 , 4th Cranleigh 86, 5th Worth 76, 6th = Caterham & Hurst 58, 8th 
Seaford 40, 9th Ardingly 33  
 
Overall  
1st Brighton 332 , 2nd St John's 293, 3rd Cranleigh 266, 4th Hurst 252, 5th Caterham 229, 6th  Eastbourne 225,  7th 
Seaford 189,  8th Worth 179,  9th Ardingly 120  

Midweek Fixtures 

A team made up of different age groups gelled well when achieving a comfortable win against Newlands. In the first 
innings Brighton’s fielding triangle of Jess Appleton Chloe Benford and Karoline Kullman played superbly and accounted 
for 9 of the 10 Newlands batters.  Tara Bhimji top scored with 8½ rounders. 
 
v Newlands 
 
U14s / 15s  Won  28 - 7 
 
The 1st VI played St. Leonard's Mayfield on Thursday and enjoyed a resounding victory only losing one set. On her 
debut for the 1stVI Olivia Hall-Smith partnered the strong hitting Imogen Davy and Olivia's net play showed how putting 
the volley away can lead to success. Maddy Sava and Mariella Blackwell cruised to their victories and Sophie St. Clair 
Jones and Emma Thomas ground out theirs in marathon style. The team had won the match after the second round 
matches, so well done to all players. 

V St Leonard’s Mayfield 

1st VI  Won 8-1 

 
 
And Finally….Open Houses 
 
Miss Lizzie Lee, teacher and technician in Design Technology is 
showing her Lighting in 2 Open Houses in the Brighton Festival this 
month. The Handmade House in Ditchling (voted best Open House 
2007) and The Old Forge in Newhaven.  Both are in beautiful 
settings and serve tea and cakes in the garden. Lizzie's 
lampshades are made from vintage lace and recycled milk bottle 
plastic, so are completely recycled.  The Open Houses are on for 
the next 3 weekends (11am - 6pm) and are definitely worth a visit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor: David Ollosson  


