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Top co-educational school in the United Kingdom 
  
Last week, the Headmaster wrote to all parents about the happy, smiling 
faces on results day as our Upper Sixth achieved the best A-Level results 
ever achieved by a co-educational school in the United Kingdom. As The 
Times reported on Saturday, “only Westminster, a boys’ school with girls in 
the sixth form, was ahead of Brighton College”. The Times also commented 
on how Brighton College had achieved these results despite spending 
more time than ever on extra-curricular activities. When one includes all 
types of school, Brighton was in the Daily Telegraph’s Top 20 UK schools. 
No other Sussex school appears in the Top 100 and that includes those 
Sussex schools which have refused to submit their results for publication. 
The highest placed of those schools which are coy about their results 
would have found itself in 172nd position. 
 
What is remarkable about this is that we are not a particularly selective school; we merely believe that every child has the right 
to be enthused by very good teachers. We can all remember a teacher who changed our lives. Our own interpretation of these 
stunning results is that Brighton College has several dozen  such teachers who are conveying their enthusiasm for their subject 
in a way that the pupils find immensely appealing. It is proving to be a winning formula. 
  
Record AS Results  
 
The new Upper 6th also proved their potential for breaking records.  Their AS results exceeded the record set last year, scoring 
80% A and B grades in their modules.  This is an excellent foundation for university applications and the potential for more 
celebrations when they open their envelopes in August 2009. 
  
Record GCSE Results  
 
Completing the hat trick, our GCSE candidates achieved an impressive 
70% A* or A grades, the grades demanded by the leading universities.  
34% of papers were marked A* compared to a national average of only 
6%. The previous college best was 66% A* and A.  As the Headmaster 
observed in The Times newspaper last weekend, these results have been 
achieved by allocating time to "...enrichment activities - sport, public 
speaking and so forth. Because the pupils had an outlet for their energies 
beyond the classroom, they were actually much more focused in the 
classroom." As Miles Holbrook, who gained six A*s and three As, was 
quoted by the BBC: "It's fantastic, it's just like winning a gold medal in the 
Olympics." We wish all our former pupils continued success in the future. 
  
U5th Sit ‘O’ Levels  
 
As part of an experiment by the Sunday Times, 5 of last year's U5th pupils 
were asked to sit O level papers in English Language and Mathematics in 
the first week of the summer holiday.  They bravely attempted the papers, 
with very little preparation, and managed to attempt all parts of the papers.  
Afterwards they were interviewed by the Sunday Times reporter and gave 
their thoughts and feelings on the difficulties of, similarities and differences 
between today's GCSE papers and the O level papers from the 1950s.   
In general the pupils felt that the maths was harder than the English, 
though the topics covered were all familiar to them.  Some of the things the 
pupils found very different was that the English was very structured in 
comparison to the more creative approach in GCSE English, and the Maths 
did not allow calculators!  The Sunday Times piece was followed up by an 
interview on BBC Southern Radio and an article in the Argus. Many thanks 
to the pupils involved; Emma Thomas, Steph Hartop, Jana Majevadia, Miles and Luke Holbrook. And many congratulations to 
them on all achieving such excellent GCSE results last week. 
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Dance School  
 
After the great success of last year's annual dance show 'In the Spotlight', 
Brighton College Dance School resumes its lunchtime and after school 
dance classes on  Monday, 8th September. All new pupils to the three 
schools of Brighton College are warmly invited to attend an enrolment 
evening on Friday, 5th September in the dance studio between 4 and 5.30 
p.m. Advice will be given on appropriate dance classes and there will be the 
opportunity to complete registration for the term ahead. Over fifty extra 
curricular dance classes are offered per week in classical ballet, modern, tap 
and Jazz as well as additional activates for college pupils including break 
dance and street dance. Pupils can be entered for ISTD and RAD 
examinations although some pupils prefer to take part for fun and recreation. 
All are warmly encouraged to take part and make use of the wonderful dance studio facilities which the college has to offer. For 
a Michaelmas dance timetable and dance school welcome brochure, please contact Joanne Moses, the dance administrator on 
01273 704309. 
 
Chamber Choir Visit Venice 
10 am on Tuesday 30th July at one station of Venice’s curious public transport system, the Vaporetto, and a bedraggled mess 
of Brighton College Chamber Choir members stand in a damp heap of dripping shorts and squelching flip flops, having 
encountered an impromptu thunderstorm in the midst of Venice’s searing summer heat. However the choir is apparently 
undaunted and a rousing chorus of “Chattanooga Choo Choo” in tribute to the infamous incident of last year’s singing on the 
Moscow Metro soon sees the choristers put right, and their unwitting audience smiling bemusedly.  

The tour saw the choir on great form. A particular highlight was singing in 
Venice’s famous St. Mark’s Basilica. Participating in Mass at such a 
prestigious venue was a very memorable occasion for everyone involved, 
and performing afterwards in St. Mark’s Square attracted an impressive 
audience who muttered excitedly about “the choir of England.” Singing in 
what has been described as the “drawing room of the world,” felt 
particularly momentous and I am sure will have been memorable for 
everyone involved. 

We also participated in a service and an afternoon concert in St. George’s 
Church in Venice and had the opportunity to spend time sightseeing around 
the city.  Following a hydrofoil journey across the Adriatic we based 
ourselves in Opatija in Croatia and performed two further concerts at the 
churches of St. Francis and St. Jacob.  All the performances attracted 
enthusiastic audiences and it was particularly good to see some familiar 
Brighton College faces among them. 

From all the choir, to Mr. Chenery, Miss Prahin, Mr Frost, our eccentric tour manager Marina, and everyone else who made it 
possible, grazie, hvala, and thank you, for an incredible time.  

India Whiteley 
U6 Seldon 

 
Rugby Players Enjoy Training Camp in Italy 
 
Forty-seven L5th and senior rugby players spent a week on the Italian coast 
just North of Venice preparing for the 2008 Season.  Each day the players 
followed a programme of individual and unit skill development as well as 
grueling fitness training in the Olympic sized pool, the strength and 
conditioning suite and on the beach.  An afternoon was also spent seeing 
the sights of Venice. The season kicks off with house matches on Saturday 
and the 1st & 2nd XVs playing KCS Wimbledon.  The first block fixture of the 
season is on Saturday 5th September against Reigate Grammar School. 
For more information about fixtures and results see the College website or 
www.schoolsrugby.co.uk.   
 
 
Geography Field Trip  
 
Fifteen Upper Sixth formers enjoyed a week in the wilds of Somerset while 
engaged on their A2 projects. They worked very hard, and didn't complain 
about the rain while they were collecting their data on the River Horner and 
Porlock Bay; they plan to surpass last year's superb project results! Away 
from the Geography lab, they relaxed with the Olympics and plenty of high 
quality football on the spacious front lawn of the manor house of 
Nettlecombe Court. They were a pleasure to be with.  
John Spencer 
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Launching the New Rugby Season  
 
After the boys’ successful tour to Italy and some pre-season work back in 
Brighton, the season starts this Saturday for the 1st XV. There will be 
house matches at the New Ground in the morning 9.30am start and an Old 
Boys match starting off proceedings at the Home Ground - John Pope XV v 
Peter Rumney Memorial XV Kick Off 1pm. The 1st and 2nd XV will then 
play KCS Wimbledon on the home ground - Kick Offs 2.30pm and 2.00pm 
respectively. It would be great to see as many boys, girls, parents, old boys 
and teachers as possible at the game to support the College XV. Ross 
Chisholm is Captain, and Max Maidment Vice-Captain. 
 
1st XI Finish Second at Cricket Festival 
 
At the inaugural BOWS Cricket festival between four of the best cricketing sides in the country Brighton, Oakham, Sedbergh 
and Wellington, the College First XI finished second behind Sedbergh having lost narrowly to the eventual winners but beating 
Wellington and Oakham. 
 
Sophie Benton selected for South of England 
 
Sophie Benton has been selected to represent the South of England Under 15 Hockey side as Goalkeeper. 
 
Sarah Taylor Sets World Record at Lord’s 
 
In the second of the One Day Internationals against South Africa at Lord’s, Old Girl Sarah Taylor scored the second ODI 
century of her career as England thrashed South Africa by 225 runs.  In addition she shared in a world record opening 
partnership of 268 with her England Team mate Caroline Atkins.  Other old girls Holly Colvin and Laura Marsh also have been 
part of the England side. 
 
Holly, Sarah and Laura were also crowned County Champions as Sussex won the County Championship. 
 
Michael Thornely First Class Debut against Lancashi re 
 
Having scored a lot of runs for Sussex 2nd XI this summer Old Boy Michael Thornely finally joined Matt Prior and Carl 
Hopkinson in the Sussex 1st XI. In a rain affected gain that could have meant Sussex making progress up the County 
Championship Table, the game was abandoned as a draw due to the weather. Michael opened both innings. 
 
In other cricket news Jordan Rollings and Matthew Machan have played for Sussex 2nd XI, whilst Michael Chapman scored a 
century for Sussex Under 17s. 
 
Athletes selected for English Schools Athletics 
 
Jordan Aubern, Man Yu Wong and Jake Scanlon were selected by Sussex AAA to represent the county at the English Schools 
Athletics Champion in Gateshead.  All three athletes have excelled over the season setting a number of school records: Jordan 
in the Junior Boys Hurdles, Man Yu in the Senior Girls Javelin and Jake in the Senior Boys Discus and Hammer. 


