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Volume 12 Issue 7 10th October 2008 
 
Abraham House: Opening of New Wing 
 
The newly refurbished boarding facilities in Abraham House were 
opened last Friday lunchtime by guest of honour Neville Abraham 
CBE, College governor, and patron of the house.  After a tour of the 
house with Jack Maughan of Abraham U6th, Mr. Abraham met boys 
from each year group over drinks and refreshments in the Common 
Room.  Head of House Bradley Vanstone welcomed Mr. Abraham to 
the house, before the guest of honour unveiled of a plaque in the 
front hallway to mark the occasion.  College staff past and present 
were then serenaded with music from L5th violinists Joseph So and 
Christopher Ho.  It was lovely to see so many friends of boarding, 
including Tony and Alison Whitestone, former house parents of 
Chichester house, as guests at this occasion.   
 
Boarding continues to thrive at the college, with more work being undertaken to improve facilities in advance of our 
OFSTED inspection next month.  
 
Details of the School House opening will appear in next week's newsletter. 
 
 
Evening Standard Awards  
 
Congratulations to the Headmaster on being designated one of the `1000 Most Influential People in London' in 
Wednesday's Evening Standard. After the political section, which included Gordon  Brown and Boris Johnson, and the 
arts and commerce came the education section, in which Mr Cairns appeared as one of five independent school heads 
and was praised for his vision and leadership. The other four? They were from North London Collegiate, St Paul's, Eton 
and Wellington.  
 
 
Carol Ann Duffy 
 
On Wednesday 8th October, the whole U5th year group and a group 
of selected Year 11 guests from Hove Park school gathered in the 
Great Hall to meet with Carol Ann Duffy, one of the UK’s most 
acclaimed and renowned contemporary poets. As Ms Duffy is on the 
GCSE syllabus it was a fantastic opportunity for pupils to gain an 
insight into her writing process and develop a greater understanding 
of her poetry. Ms Duffy later met with the 6th form pupils and was 
extremely impressed with their maturity and the pertinence of their 
questions, most particularly with Setareh Ebrahimi and Jack 
Maughan, her two guides and interviewers for Newspeak. Ms Duffy 
summed up her visit to Brighton College with the words: “This has 
been the best school visit I have ever had”. 
 
 

Brighton College Selected Once again by Tatler in its List of Britain's Top Schools 

Tatler applies once again its distinctive criteria for selecting its list of top independent schools in its annual supplement 
published this week. Brighton, one of four Sussex co-educational schools to be written up, is commended for its bold 
initiatives such as Mandarin and Life Skills classes as well as the 'fun and liveliness' to be found within its imposing 
George Gilbert Scott buildings. Tatler holds its School Awards ceremony at Claridge's on Monday evening.  
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House Photographs 
 
The difficulties some parents have experienced ordering House Photographs have been traced to an incorrect 
password. Please now proceed as follows: 
Go to www.tempest-events.co.uk 
Type in Brighton College 
To see images of Durnford, Fenwick, Ryle and Boarders use the password pier 
To see images of all other houses use the password pav1l10ns 
 
Thereafter you simply follow the steps for ordering. 
 
U16s Girls reach semi-final of County Hockey Cup 
 
On Tuesday the Under 16 hockey team participated in the National Schools Hockey Tournament (Sussex Round).  The 
girls played 6 matches in their group stage, winning 4 and drawing 2 to win the group. The defence was outstanding as 
they kept 6 clean sheets.  In a tense semi-final, Brighton College narrowly lost to penalty flicks against Burgess Hill.  
Chloe Benford led the team admirably, Lora Maxwell tackled tenaciously throughout and Izzi Hutchinson scored 3 goals 
from midfield. 
  
Group Stage 
v Eastbourne  Won 1-0 
v Millais  Draw 0-0 
v Christ’s Hospital Draw 0-0 
v Sackville  Won 2-0 
v St Bede’s  Won 2-0 
v Oathall  Won 1-0 
 
Semi Final    
 
v Burgess Hill  Draw 0-0 (lost on penalty flicks)  
�
 
Six 1 st XV players selected for Under 18 County Honours 
 
On Wednesday night Max Maidment, Lucas Shone, James Tyas, Harry Leonard, Craig Holland and Robert Thomson 
were selected to represent the Sussex Under 18s in this years inter county festival.  The first game took place at 
Crawley RFC against Surrey.  In a hard fought game Surrey were eventual winners 20 points to 12 and all off the 
Brighton College players performed well. 
 
Payman Seyed-Safi, Jo Beckett and Stuart Waugh have all been selected into the County Under 16 Squad. 
 
 
Scholars' Lecture: Siegfried Sassoon: The Making of  a War Poet  
 
THURSDAY 13th NOVEMBER 
Special Guest Speaker: Dennis Silk 
Drinks will be served from 6.15pm in the Burstow Ga llery; the talk will commence at 7pm and finish 
approximately at 8pm 
Tickets (which are free) will be available from Rec eption from October 13th 
  
All pupils and parents are strongly encouraged to attend a forthcoming special guest lecture on 
Thursday 13th November at 7pm.  It will be given by Dennis Silk CBE, who was an international 
cricketer and also Headmaster of Radley College for 23 years.  Mr Silk was a personal friend of 
Siegfried Sassoon, one of this country's best known war poets in the years following the Second 
World War when he lived at Heytesbury, Wiltshire, until the poet's death in 1967.  He made several 
unique recordings of the poet reading his own work; these recordings, which formed the basis of a 
BBC Radio 4 programme on the subject (Siegfried Sassoon: a Friend) will be heard during this talk. 
Coming two days after the school's Remembrance Day service on Tuesday, this lecture will also be 
an introduction for some younger pupils to a poet whose writing has done much to enhance our 
understanding of the First World War.  All Scholars are expected to attend if possible, but this 
special lecture is open to all.  Parents are particularly welcome to attend.                                  Siegfried Sassoon in 1915 
  
The College has provided a donation to Mr Silk's chosen charity, Hop Skip and Jump (www.hopskipandjump.org.uk), 
which provides day care and supervised play for children and young people with any special need. Any further 
donations would be warmly accepted on the day of the lecture. 
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Prep Schools’ Jazz Day 
 
On Monday 6th October the College held its first Prep Schools’ Jazz 
Day. Nearly 40 musicians from seven prep schools attended the day 
and enthusiastically took part in workshops and coaching sessions 
achieving a really high standard of performance. The day was run 
by Head of Woodwind and Brass Neil Carter assisted by Assistant 
Director of Music Becky Percy along with visiting music teachers 
Huw Jones and Hugh Davies. Participants were given the 
opportunity to play some jazz, rock and funk and, in the afternoon, 
the College Swing Band played along side them and also performed 
some of their own repertoire. The day concluded with an informal 
concert to a very appreciative audience of parents and, judging by 
the smiling faces of all concerned, this is set to become an annual 
event!  

 
Christmas Holiday Club dates 
 
Holiday clubs for Prep and Pre-Prep children will run from Thursday 11th December until Friday 19th December inclusive. 
Both clubs are organised and run by Brighton College staff and will involve lots of fun and sporting activities. Forms will 
be sent out the week following half term. For any further information please contact Alice Lethbridge on 01273 704328. 
 
Oedipus 
 
The Classics Department has booked thirty tickets to see Ralph Fiennes, one of our major 
international film acting talents, star as Oedipus, one of the most famous roles 
in history, at the National Theatre on Wednesday 26 November at 3pm. Priority will be 
given to 6th form Classicists, then 6th formers. Please email Mrs. Miller at 
rmiller@brightoncollege.net for a consent letter if you would like to see this play. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distinctions 
 
Jenny Ardagh (Se); Roisin Bennett-Odlum (C); Katie Boyle (Se); Alex Bozic (R); Charlie Brotherston (Ab); Kate Bull (W); 
Hector Bunce (L); Niamh Byrne Roberts (Se); Tim Calliafas (D); Evangeline Chartres (F); Lauren Crook (C); Cameron 
Dashwood (H); Rose Davis (Se); Cecilia Difford (F); Charlotte Dodge (Se); Ryan Elliott (R); Greg Elvidge (R); Ali Ersu 
(Se); Stephannie Fitzgibbon (C); Jed Fletcher (S); Clementine Foulkes (W); Michael Glover (L); Dougie Glynne-Jones 
(A); Samuel Grant (A); Bessie Hildick-Smith (Se); Laura Hill (C); Christopher Holmes (D); Hannah Hunter (W); Tessa 
Hutchinson (F); Hannah Idle (W); Chloe Jackson (W); Fleur Johnson (W); Elliot Jones (H); Charles Kwok (S); Leon Lai 
(S); Chierol Lai (F); Olivia Lane (C); Matthew Lavelle (R); Freddie Lewendon (S); Ned Lloyd (H); Harry Lord (D); Phoebe 
Lower (W); Katherine Macfarlane (W); Sarah Maidment (C); Oliver Masson (L); Naoko McCabe (C); Rory McKeown (D); 
Max Mizgunov (S); Julliette Murphy (Se); Michael Needham (D); Dominic O’Donoghue (S); Rosie Parriser (Se); David 
Pearson (D); Matt Ponsford (Ab); Max Pope (L); Tom Rollinson (S); Emily Savvidou (Se); Clare Saxby (Se); Rebecca 
Shilling (C); Hansy Shore (Se); Hannah Short (W); Katie Siegler (Se); Rebecca Silk (Se); Ambika Sinha (W); Georgie 
Smith (C); Gemma Stanley (W); Amy Still (Se); Matt Sullivan (A); Leora Taratula-Lyons (C); Jordan Taylor (H); Georgina 
Tyas (C); Lucy Veck (W); Adi Whitworth (W); Joy Zhou (Se).  
 
 
Sussex Squad Training Sessions 
Congratulations to Jordan Auburn who has been invited to attend England Athletics South-East Sussex squad training 
sessions. These invitations are given to athletes performing at a high county level who have shown outstanding promise 
in their chosen event which in Jordan’s case is the hurdles. 
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Sports Review 
 
Weekend Fixtures - Saturday 4 October 
 
In the Hockey  matches against Seaford College  the 2nd XI Won 2-0 with a much improved performance.  Good team 
play and much pressure was placed on the Seaford defence; had it not been for an excellent performance from the 
Seaford keeper, the score would have been more, but goals from Lauren Palmer and Laura Burt were enough to win the 
game.  The 1st XI found the going hard against a good side, but to their credit they did not stop trying and can be 
pleased with their performance.  The Under 14 A XI won 3-1. The team did not play as well as they know they can, but 
showed some real grit in the second half to grind out a commendable victory; Charlotte Dodge was excellent in defence 
and Ali Rice worked tirelessly in attack. The rest of the team also worked hard, but know they still have plenty of work to 
do to improve basic skills as there are some very touch fixtures ahead.  Scorers were Ali Rice x 2 and Rebecca Silk.  
The Under 14 B XI won 4-0 with a great team effort.  
 
In the Rugby matches against St John’s,  the college teams fought hard and there were several close games and 
improved performances.  The Under 16s, although losing 12-0, showed more discipline and determination than last 
Saturday.  The 1st XV won 38-5 with a good performance, especially in the 2nd half.  Despite scoring the first try after a 
series of very effective pick and go moves in the forwards, the 3rd XV found the going tough and were soundly beaten 
57-7 by a very good St John’s side.  The Under 15 As worked hard in difficult conditions to win 7-3 as did the Under 15 
Cs who won 5-0. 
 
Foul weather at Bramley Golf Course greeted our HMC National Knockout Foursomes Golf  team, having been drawn 
away against Cranleigh.   Despite the conditions, the first pairing, captain Mark Budd and Brad Vanstone, got off to a 
great start, winning the first hole and never going behind.  They played incredibly well (perhaps too well on occasion, 
Mark flying the green off the tee on a par four of over 350 yards), and Brad sank a birdie putt on 17 to win the opening 
match 3 and 1.  Second pairing Freddie Barnes and Alex Lilburn didn't get off to such a good start, and after going 3 
down after 3 bravely fought back, managing to keep the match going.  However, that early lead proved too much and 
Cranleigh took the second match with 5 holes to spare.  Our final pairing of Theo Kotz and Andrew Hartridge, were 
drafted in late on as replacements for regular team players.  Although a little rusty the final pairing provided some good 
competition for the Cranleigh players, and the match was not resolved until the last third of the round, with the home 
team winning the match overall, 2-1. 
 
Midweek Fixtures 
 
Under 15 Daily Mail Cup Result 
Under 15s v Imberhorne  Won 54-0 
 
A new line-up produced a welcome win in the Falmer Netball league. Rosa Griffiths made a successful debut in defence 
and Alex Lambert was an energetic addition to the centre court. Milly Cannon was once again on top shooting form. The 
game was abandoned with one minute on the clock following a serious ankle injury sustained by Immi Butler-Biggs. 
1st VII - 33   Minxes - 17 
 
The 1st VII made a good start in the Sussex Cup Competition by beating Bexhill by 50 goals. Katie Browning played a 
careful game in attack and Maddy Sava's dominance in the centre of the court prevented the opposition from finding any 
rhythm and produced interceptions that helped us to forge ahead.  
 
1st VII 58  Bexhill College B 8 
�

The Senior Boys' Squash Team  suffered a loss against Bishop's Luffa School  in Chichester on Thursday, the first in 
a series of matches in the National Schools’ tournament.  Felix Jordan, Andrew Hartridge, Jamie Proctor, Toby Ankers 
and James Silk all fell prey to the very strong opposition, with Jamie Proctor getting closest to a victory. 


