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Volume 12 Issue 10 7th November 2008 
 
Mandarin Day 
 
On Wednesday of this week, 87 prep school pupils from 
Westbourne House, Pennthorpe and St. Chirstopher’s school 
gathered at Brighton College for a Mandarin Day.  The activities 
available for the pupils to try included Chinese cooking, Chinese art, 
giant jigsaw and culture finding. There was also a Mandarin 
language taster session. After a Chinese themed meal, all pupils 
enjoyed watching traditional Chinese lion dancing in the front Quad, 
a brilliant closure to the day. As a souvenir, all received a goodie 
bag containing items selected by our own pupils on their recent trip 
to Beijing.  
 
 
 
 
Brighton College Cultural Exchange to Beijing Octob er 2008 
 
 
Twelve pioneering pupils flew to Beijing over half term to take part in 
the first ever Brighton College visit to China.  We were hosted by 
Tsinghua High School, our partner school in Beijing, who looked 
after us superbly throughout our stay.   
 
The trip began at the deep end with our pupils being taken to 
morning lessons by their Chinese partners, to sample classes 
taught in Mandarin.  An afternoon visit to the Summer Palace 
followed, before our pupils went to stay at the homes of their partner 
pupils for two nights.  Each returned with a different story to tell, and 
all had enjoyed a taste of traditional Chinese cuisine, in the form of 
Beijing duck or hotpot meat.  Some went to see the pandas at the 
zoo, some went to the Lama temple, whilst others visited the 
traditional Beijing hutongs to sample what city life was like for most 
until very recently.   
 
On Monday, the high spot in every sense was a visit to the Great Wall of China, under warm blue skies, after which we 
had lessons in Mandarin poetry and how to carve traditional Chinese seal stamps back at school.  The day ended with a 
fascinating visit to the Peking opera, where the costumes, singing and choreography left an impression on all of us. 
 
Tuesday saw us visit the Forbidden City, where the emperor lived until the last century, and the Temple of Heaven, 
where the emperor went to pray. The afternoon was spent haggling with stall holders on the Hongquiao market and 
taking in the food stalls in Wangfujing Street, where meat, fish, and other delicacies are skewered and fried for sale.  
Both were colourful and lively experiences, and all returned with their own version of a hard earned “bargain”. 
 
Our final day saw us visit the Birds Nest Olympic stadium and the Cube swimming complex which hosted the recent 
Olympics – stunning architecture on an impressive scale, and a great experience just two months after the games 
finished - as well as a trip to the Capital Museum, where some pupils were interviewed by a Beijing radio station. 
 
Our group had a farewell dinner on the last evening with our hosts, where we able to thank them for their hospitality, 
exchange email addresses, and look forward to future exchanges.  We flew home tired but happy, and enriched by a 
week of life in China, and grateful to see the remarkable city of Beijing at close quarters.  This was a great way to start 
our partnership with Tsinghua School, and we hope to repeat the trip again in future. 
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Remembrance  
 
The college's annual service of Remembrance takes place on 
Sunday 9 November at 10.50 am. After the acts of 
remembrance, the silence and the reveille, the service follows the 
form of a sequence of music and readings to aid reflection on the 
subject of war. This is a service that always attracts a large 
congregation of past and present pupils, so please aim to be seated 
by 10.30. Pupils in Abraham, Aldrich, Durnford, Fenwick, School 
and Seldon are expected to attend. 
  
Pupils and staff in all three schools of the college will gather 
together in the front quad at 8.35 on Tuesday morning for the 
remembrance ceremony. Wreaths will be laid, a silence 
observed and members of the CCF will line the roads. 
 
Lawrenceville 
 
On Wednesday 22nd October 38 pupils from Brighton College left 
Heathrow for the third exchange with the Lawrenceville School in 
America. As expected, the pupils involved loved the exchange part of 
the trip best as they got to see how life in the USA works both in and 
out of the classroom. They were particularly impressed with the 
immense library and the extensive sporting facilities, which included 
an ice hockey pitch and an indoor athletics track as well as the usual 
Sports Hall, outdoor pitches and swimming pool! 
 
It was then off to New York to see the sights, although shopping 
seemed to be the favourite pastime, along with the Broadway show 
where the pupils saw the old classic "Mary Poppins". Next stop was 
Philadelphia and Washington for the more educational elements of 
the tour. They saw the original US constitution and the place where it was signed; saw all three branches of government 
in one day; and went to a variety of the famous "Smithsonian" museums. The pupils flew back on the "red-eye" arriving 
on the Friday morning of half-term, tired but extremely happy that they had been on one of the best school trips of their 
lives! 
 
Marathon Man 

 
Bradley Vanstone, Head of Abraham House, ran in the New York 
Marathon on Sunday 2nd November to raise money for the Get Kids 
Going.  Supported by his family, Bradley worked his way through the 
field of 30,000 runners, and although he didn’t quite catch Paula 
Radcliffe, he produced a terrific run.  Bradley ran the final mile 
wearing an England flag, and was the fastest man from Great Britain 
in his age group to complete the marathon, something he should be 
very proud of.  In fact he was the 8th fastest man in his age group (18 
and 19 years) and the second fastest 18 year old overall! His final 
finishing time was 3 hours 21 minutes and 3 seconds.  Our 
congratulations go to Bradley, and Mr. Frier our Head of PE, who also 
ran the race.  Anyone wishing to sponsor Bradley retrospectively can 
do so by contacting him at the college. 
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The Lycurgus Cup 

  
A group of interested pupils were treated to an inspirational talk 
on the British Museum by ex-pupil, Alex Daraio who has the 
plum job of curatorial assistant in the Department of Europe 
and Pre-History. She talked about various aspects of her job 
and told tales about several beautiful artefacts held by the 
museum. The Lycurgus Cup was one such item; made of 
dichroic glass, it changes colour dramatically when light is 
shone through it. The story goes that Lycurgus, a mythical 
King, angered the gods and was punished by being entwined in 
a vine! We were so impressed by her passion and love for her 
job. The pupils left, determined to persuade us to take them to 
the BM very soon! 
  

 
There will be a talk on 'Romans Living in London' by Jenny Hall, curator at the Museum of London, on Thursday 13 
November at 5pm in the Sixth Form Lecture Theatre. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 
 
Gold and Silver Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expeditio n: Brecon Beacons 
 
Well done to all 28 of the 6th form who ventured west to the Brecon Beacons in South Wales this half term holiday for 
either training or assessment D of E expeditions.  In tough conditions which threw torrential rain, snowstorms and sub 
zero overnight temperatures at all 5 groups, the pupils acquitted themselves admirably.  The assessor, Mr Clapham, 
was impressed to the point of saying they were amongst the best groups he has ever assessed, and Simon, the 
mountain leader, was especially proud of the gold assessment groups; their final day was the toughest of the trip and 
yet they continued to be cheery and positive, despite some hypothermic conditions and near exhaustion. 
 
Well done to the following who completed their qualifying expeditions. 
 
At silver level 
Harry Hacking, Ben Johnson, Josh Prince, Jenny Rowlandson, Ollie 
Savvides, Jo Saxby, Alice Shipsey, Chris Waters and Dominic 
Wiyanta 
 
And at gold level 
Adi Anam, Georgie Barnett, Tim Brazier, Suzie Dart, Jamie Duffell, 
Nick Garidis, Ammar Hamid, Callum McPherson, Abeed Mohamed, 
David Pearson, Shanthi Rajkumar, George Schofield and James 
Silk 
 
And those for whom this was a training expedition 
Patrick Edmond, Joe Davis, Tom Lord, Sophie St Clair Jones, Tom 
Smallwood and Denisha Ramjas. 
 
Planning for the next expedition at Easter  starts this Tuesday with the usual sessions with Mrs Kenway during 
periods 7 and 10 each week.  Any 6th former who wishes to come on the Easter expedition, whether for a practice or an 
assessment, should see Mrs Kenway tomorrow during those activity slots in her office. 
 
Huge thanks to all the staff  who gave up their holiday time to make the expedition such a success: Mr Stares, Mr 
Harrison, Mrs Hart, Mr Tighe, Mr Merrett, Mr Reeve and the ever present Simon the Mountain Leader.  Expeditions 
cannot happen without their dedication, expertise and commitment and I am extremely grateful to them. 
 
Field Day: Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award 
 
As the nation prepares for another series of ‘I’m a celebrity get me out of here’, the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Team has 
been intensively preparing for their Training Day on the South Downs. This year 68 enthusiastic Lower Fifth pupils, 
divided into 10 dynamic teams each accompanied by an energetic member of staff and they navigated a route of 12km 
across some of the most breathtaking scenery that East Sussex has to offer. The groups set off on their hike with very 
limited experience in map reading and teamwork but as the day progressed so did their confidence and as each group 
made the final ascent to Devils Dyke it was agreed by all that they had certainly risen to the challenge. I am delighted to 
report that there was no mention of ‘I’m from Brighton College, get me out of here!’. Well done to everyone involved.          
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Teatime Recital: 13 November 
 
This will take place between 4.00 - 5.00pm in the Hordern room on 13th November. Tea and biscuits will be provided and 
all are welcome: friends, parents, staff and pupils. There will be music items from senior school pupils of all year groups 
including a Sarabande by J S Bach played on the electric bass guitar, and a song from the musical 'Wicked' alongside 
classical pieces by composers you have heard of and, hopefully, some you have not. 
 
 
Staff Complete 10K Run for Cancer Research 
 
Five members of staff took part in the Brighton Cancer Research 
10K Run  along the seafront over half term.  In very poor conditions 
the five members of the common room joined 800 other runners to 
raise money for this charity. Mr Hawkes completed the course in an 
impressive 40 minutes and 51 seconds, with Mr King in 44 minutes, 
Mr Reeve in 45 minutes 15 seconds, Mr Nicholson in 50 minutes 58 
seconds and Miss Shiffner in 1 hour and 9 minutes, all personal 
bests! If you would like to make a donation on behalf of the staff to 
this charity, please go to the following website: 
www.cancerresearchuk.org The next outing for the staff will be at the 
‘Brooks 10k’  on Sunday 16 November  along the seafront. 
 
 
Christmas Holiday Club dates 
 
Holiday clubs for Prep and Pre-Prep children will run from Thursday 11th December until Friday 19th December inclusive. 
Both clubs are organised and run by Brighton College staff and will involve lots of fun and sporting activities. Forms will 
be sent out the week following half term. For any further information please contact Alice Lethbridge on 01273 704328. 
 
 
The Junior Scholars' Pelican Lecture: 'Has Science proved that God does not exist?' 
 
The Junior Scholars had an exciting Pelican Lecture on Tuesday evening this week. It took the form of a debate 
between 'Science' (Mr King, Head of Science) and 'God' (Father Robert, College Chaplain) over 'Has science proved 
that God does not exist'. Both sides put up a spirited defence of their position with Mr King stressing the need for 
scientific open mindedness and the need for evidence, proof and rational logic in deciding whether anything (including 
the Loch Ness Monster) exists or not. Father Robert parried with an explanation of the transcendental nature of faith 
which goes beyond human measurement and full understanding in a properly rational sense. There were many pertinent 
and some controversial, questions from the floor which forced the contenders to fine tune their arguments. The final vote 
was a resounding rejection of Science over God by 22 votes against the proposition and 10 votes for it. Mr King left the 
Great Hall defeated, but not humbled, and we wondered whether Father Robert had divine intervention on his side after 
all. 
 
The Senior Scholars' Christie Lecture is 'The Psychology of Power' on 25th November.  
 
 
England Basketball Selection 
 
Congratulations to Christopher Currell who has been selected for the England Under Fifteen Basketball squad. His twin 
brother, Hugo narrowly missed out on selection, having suffered ill health which disrupted his training. 
 
Distinctions 
 
Amin, Dhilan, Leconfield, RS, Spanish; Appleberg, Max, Leconfield, English; Ardagh, Jenny, Seldon, Art; Bowler, Dani, 
Chichester, Interims; Boyle, Katie, Seldon, Art, French; Bunce, Hector, Leconfield, Helping at Quiz; Carr, Henry, 
Hampden, Interim; Connell, Jamie, School, DT, RE; Dashwood, Cameron, Hampden, Interim, DT, Art, Geography, 
History 2; Davies, Jack, Durnford, Latin 2, 1 Geography, Biology, DT, History 4, Maths, Chemistry; Dodge, Charlotte, 
Seldon, History, ICT, Art, Biology, DT, History; Dunkley, Alex, Durnford, Bronze Commendation; Elliott, Ryan, Ryle, 
Spanish, History, Geography; Exley, Jennie, Chichester, Interim Improvement; Fletcher, Jed, School, Art, Latin, Maths; 
Foulkes, Clementine, Williams, Maths, Latin; Foxwell, Bella, Seldon, Politics; Garidis, Eleni, Seldon, Helping at Open 
Morning, Drama, English 2; Gibson, Tom, Ryle, English; Gilmore, Joe, Aldrich, Maths, French, History, Art, ICT; 
Greenhalgh, Tom, Ryle, Latin, RS; Haney, Jonathan, Hampden, Geography, French; Henley, Henry, Hampden, Art, 
Mandarin; Jackson, Chloe, Williams, History 2, Geography; Jarman, Frank, Durnford, History, French, Maths, Latin; 
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Jones, Elliott, Hampden, English, PE; Killick, Megan, Seldon, French, Art; Kolliari, Alex, Hampden, English, Interim; 
Lambert, Alexandra, Seldon, House Song; Lavelle, Matthew, Ryle, History, Spanish, English, Latin 2, Physics, RS; Li, 
Vincent, Leconfield, Biology, RS; Lloyd, Ned, Hampden, History, English, Physics,2, Spanish, Latin; Lower, Phoebe, 
Williams, Maths; Madden, Rachel, Seldon, ICT, Mandarin ; Marchbank, Harry, Lecon, English, ICT; Marks, William, 
Durnford, Physics, French; McCabe, Naoko, Chichester, Interims; McKeown, Rory, Durnford, English, Chemistry; 
Mercer, Hugo, Aldrich, Latin, 2, English; Mitchell, Tom, Leconfield, IT, Physics, Biology 2 ,History; Moyle, Lewis, 
Leconfield, Latin,2, Physics, Mandarin; Muntarbhorn, Tuck, School, English, Physics; Murphy, Juliette, Seldon, 
Geography, DT, Mandarin, French, History 2; Needham, Michael, Durnford, Bronze Commendation; Pope, Max, 
Leconfield, RS, Bronze Commendation; Rajkumar, Kiran, Hampden, History, ICT, Geography, Latin; Ramsey, William, 
Ryle, English; Roberts, Natalie, Seldon, Economics, Natural Leadership in House; Roberts, Tiffany, Seldon, Art 3, 
French; Rollinson, Tom, School, Mandarin, History, Physics, Biology, ICT; Saitch, Ella, Williams, English, Mandarin; 
Savvidou, Emily, Seldon, Geography, ICT; Sayer, Jake, School, DT, RS, ICT,Art; Shore, Hansy, Seldon, Spanish, 
English, French; Silk, Rebecca, Seldon, Spanish, History, Mandarin, Geography; Stanley, Gemma, Williams, English, 
RS; Stevenson, Michael, Ryle, French, Geography, RE, Spanish; Still, Amy, Seldon, English, Latin, Mandarin, RS, Art 2, 
Maths; Tata, Darius, Hampden, ICT; Tyas, Georgina, Chichester, RS, English, History 3, Geography. 
 
 
Sports Review 
 
Hockey 
In the Midweek fixtures against Eastbourne the 2nd XI put together an excellent performance, combining stout defending 
with excellent retention of the ball when attacked.  Lizzie Foulds scored a scrappy goal during a very even first half.  
Much of the second half belonged to Eastbourne, but Brighton held on and finished the game the stronger side, coming 
close to extending their lead in the final minutes.  Emma Gibson was excellent at Centre Half and Laura Burt put in 
another fine battling display.   Won 1-0. 
 
This was a fair result for the Under 15 A XI against a very experienced Eastbourne team.  Sophie Benton excelled again 
in goal and Izi Hutchinson was one of the best outfield players on display.  However, the team chased much of the game 
and it was left to the overworked defenders, Winnie Lawrence, Izi Grainger and Izi Noakes to help keep the score 
respectable. They did so admirably, ensuring that Eastbourne didn't gain any short corners in the second half. Lost 3-0 
 
In the Under 14 B team game, Eastbourne played a great attacking game which kept us on the back foot throughout the 
game. The college team managed to keep the score to 0-0 up until half time but the second half began with a renewed 
onslaught that we just could not stop.  Lost 0-3.  
 
An exciting game in which the Under 15 Bs took an early lead from a Leah Varughese goal.  At the start of the second 
half Eastbourne equalised, but Brighton were quick to respond when Oriel Bathurst drove into the D to score the winning 
goal.  Brighton had to cling on late in the game, but managed to secure a victory.  Won 2-1. 
 
Under 14 Sussex Festival (National Qualifier) 
The Under 14 A XI reached the final of the National Qualifiers for Sussex held at Eastbourne.  The girls played well 
throughout the day with their hockey improving each game. The semi-final against Christ’s Hospital went to Penalty 
Flicks but the girls held their nerve winning 4-1.  In the final they met Eastbourne for the second time in the tournament 
having played them in the group stage.  After a tight first half which finished 0-0.  Eastbourne scored first with a break 
away goal following a Brighton short corner.  The final was 2-0 with Eastbourne scoring their final goal with a short 
corner on the final whistle.  Well done to all. 
 
Results  
v Ardingly   Won 3-0 
v Seaford   Drew 0-0 
v Eastbourne   Lost 1-0 
v Millais   Won 1-0  
v Farlington   Won 3-0 
v Mayfield   Won 3-0 
 
Semi-Final  
v Christ's Hospital  Won 4-1 (Penalty Flicks) 0 - 0 after full time 
 
Final  
v Eastbourne   Lost 2-0 
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Netball – Falmer League 
 
The 1st Team made mistakes at the start but worked hard in the second quarter and were 4 ahead by 1/2 time.  St 
Bede's have acquired 2 top class Jamaican players who stamped their authority on the game in the second half and 
helped lead their team to victory. Laura Burt and Maddy Sava worked tirelessly in defence.  
 
1st VII 26  St Bede's 33 
 
 

And Finally… Netball Trip to La Manga 

 
Two Netball Squads were in sunny Spain over half term playing in the La Manga Netball Festival. The Under 19 team 
won all its tournaments, 7a-side, Versatility and Handicap, and was awarded the shield for the most successful senior 
team.  
 
The Under 16s won their Versatility and Handicap tournaments and were also the top team in their age group. 3 
individual players came away with trophies.  
 
Emily Keighley  Most Improved Under 19 Player 
Vicky Homer  Best Under 16 Shooter 
Chloe Benford  Most Outstanding Under 16 Player  
 
The girls demonstrated their true versatility by winning the quiz night, performing well in the 'Netballers have Talent' 
competition and karaoke evening, playing some exciting beach volleyball, braving the scariest rides at the Terra Mitica 
Theme Park and dressing up for Halloween and terrifying the locals. They certainly packed a lot into to their 6 days 
away. 
 
 

 


