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Youngest pilot in the country 

Matt Ponsford (Abraham U5th) celebrated his 16th birthday at 
Shoreham Airport with a solo flight in the family's 1973 Cessna 150 
Aerobat - more than 30 years after his father completed his first 
solo flight on his 17th birthday, the minimum age at the time.  The 
minimum age was lowered in 2000.  Matt's instructor, Stuart 
McKinnon, of Phoenix Flying, said: "He's done very well.  It's 
actually an aerobatic version of the aircraft, so he's been upside 
down a fair bit while he's been learning.  He’s one of the few to 
have achieved it on his 16th birthday."  Matt was, briefly, the 
youngest pilot in the country – before another celebrated their 16th 
birthday in similar style! 

Cultural exchange with Germany 

The Modern Languages Department is corresponding with a Grammar 
School in Düsseldorf which would like to set up a cultural exchange with 
the college. They have a group of 16 and 17 year old pupils who would 
like the opportunity to stay with English families, and then invite their host 
pupils back to their homes in Germany.  The exchange will take place in 
the next academic year, possibly during the October Half Term and 
Christmas holidays.  Anyone who is now in the Lower 5th or above who 
would like to take part in the exchange must see Mrs. Cremona by Friday 
6th March. 

 

Artists secure World Class places 

Six Brighton College artists have secured places at two of the most 
prestigious art and design schools after they complete their A-levels.  
Three secured places at Central Saint Martins, which is widely regarded 
as one of the world's leading art and design institutions.  One was 
awarded a place at Kingston University which trained Fiona Banner 
(Turner Prize nominee) and Fletcher Sibthorp. Two actually received offers 
of places at both institutions!  1,600 applications were made for 150 
places at Kingston this year. The alumni of Central St Martins reads like a 
roll call of British artistic and design talent. 

The pupils who received offers are: Grace Difford (Kingston and St 
Martins); Dannie Bowler (also gained places at Kingston and St Martins); 
Lucy Owen (Kingston); Jack Joiner (St Martins); Catherine Lobo (St 
Martins); Seterah Ebrahimi (St Martins) 

 

Closure of St Mary’s Hall 

As the Headmaster said in his letter earlier this week, the college Admissions Office is handling enquiries from anxious 
parents with children currently attending, or registered with, St Mary’s Hall.  We are deeply sympathetic to all children 
affected by the closure and will continue to do our best to help wherever possible.  All enquiries of this nature should be 
directed to the Director of Admissions, Mrs Brightwell, on 01273-704201/2. 
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Salamanca - By Jenny Ardagh and Katie Siegler 

Spain greeted us warmly – literally – as we enjoyed a short tour of Madrid 
on the way to Salamanca.  This trip combined intense Spanish lessons 
with tours and cultural insights.  We visited the city of Segovia for a tour of 
the palace and also walked to the top for a wonderful view over the city.  
The ‘tapas crawl’ that night was…an adventure and a great insight to 
Spanish culture, with dishes ranging from crab mousse to calamari, very 
garlicky ribs and baby river eels.  We visited the beautiful cathedral in 
Salamanca and then had more Spanish lessons which were followed by a paella supper and cooking demonstration 
which we all thoroughly enjoyed!  On the last day we built up our energy with some Chocolate con churros before our 
treasure hunt through Salamanca giving a well earned rest to the teachers.  After our last day’s Spanish lessons we had 
a salsa dancing lesson - with Mr Mitchell and Ms Osborne showing us how not to dance!  Thanks to Mr Mitchell, Ms 
Osborne and Miss Mayanobe for making it such a brilliant adventure.   

Nicola Benedetti 

Wednesday 4 March 2009 7.45pm Great Hall 
Nicola Benedetti violin, Vadim Gladkov piano 

Schnittke: Suite in the Old Style 
Prokofiev: Violin Sonata 
Interval  
Franck: Violin Sonata 

Tickets are Free to pupils, £12 for adults (£8 conc) – please contact the 
Music Department on 01273 704341 or email: 
autograph@brightoncollege.net 

 

 

 

Gavin Maxwell – Wild China  

 

Complimentary tickets are still available for a lecture by the award-winning wildlife 
documentary maker Gavin Maxwell, on 12 March.  He will be talking about his 
experiences in making the BBC series 'Wild China'.  All junior scholars and those 
studying Geography in the 6th form are expected to attend, but the lecture is also open 
to all pupils and parents.  Please contact the Front Reception for your tickets if you have 
not yet done so.  Drinks will be served in the Burstow Gallery from 6.15pm, with the 
lecture itself starting at 7pm in the Rose Lecture Theatre.  

Easter Holiday Clubs 

We are organising holiday clubs for Prep & Pre-Prep School children from 23rd - 27th March & 30th March – 3rd April. 
Both clubs are run by Brighton College staff and will involve lots of fun and sporting activities.  Forms must be returned 
by Friday 13th March.  For any further information please contact Alice Lethbridge on 01273 704350. 

Wanted: Inspirational, Inspiring, Exciting speakers ! 

Brighton College has played host to quite a number of interesting and inspiring speakers, as part of the lecture 
programme for the benefit of Scholars and other pupils and parents.  Our pupils have enjoyed hearing about subjects as 
diverse as Psychology, Global Warming and Linguistics, Literature, Chemistry and Advertising.  There must be many 
parents and friends of Brighton College families who would be willing to visit us to speak to groups of pupils or 
parents on a wide variety of subjects, based on their professional or personal experiences or areas of expertise.  If you 
would like to contribute, please contact Mrs Riley or Miss Ferris by email or telephone (jriley@brightoncollege.net or 
aferris@brightoncollege.net. 
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Parents’ Forum 
  
Please note that the College Parents' Forum meeting for the Lent Term will be held at 7.00 pm in the Library on Tuesday 
3rd March 2009 .  
  
Questions should be sent to: c.muir@brightoncollege.net  by 5.00 pm on Monday 2nd March.  

Distinctions 

Congratulations to: Aspinall Kate, Williams; Bidjanzad Natasha, Chichester; Bowler, Dani, Chichester; Bozic Alex, Ryle; 
Elvidge Greg, Ryle; Kelly Beth, Williams; Liu Hui, Fenwick; McCabe Naoko, Chichester; O’Donoghue Dominic, School; 
Poffley Jemima, Seldon; Saunders Tish, Fenwick; Savvidou Emily, Seldon; Still Amy, Seldon 

Sainsbury’s Active Kids 09 

We are collecting the Active Kids vouchers, given to Sainsbury’s shoppers until 
Wednesday 3 June.  Any vouchers you wish to donate can be handed to the Main 
Reception.  In previous years we have amassed a significant number of vouchers, 
providing real benefit to pupils. 

Sports Review 

Boy’s Hockey  

v Sevenoaks 

The 1st XI hockey team failed to capitalise on chances and let in a sloppy goal to lose 
1-0.  In the first half Sevenoaks were allowed to dominate play and the college side 
conceded, through lack of concentration, a quickly taken hit outside the penalty area.  
A bright start to the second half by Brighton saw several chances created, but a lack of composure meant the score 
remained 1-0. 

Midweek Fixtures 

Netball - Tuesday Matches 

Falmer League 

The 1st VII beat St Bede’s for the first time this season 38 - 33.  Both teams were missing some of their regular players 
and the result was an enjoyable, less fiercely-competitive game.  Rosa Griffiths and Milly Cannon proved to be a very 
effective shooting combination, using different styles of play to beat their circle defenders.  Fran Gladwin played her first 
game for the team and helped to restrict the scoring chances at the other end of the court. 

v Eastbourne 

This was a very physical match from the outset for the Under 15 As.  After a slow start and trailing by 3 goals for most of 
the game, a huge team effort pulled the score back.  However, the game was lost on the last centre pass, which was a 
hugely disappointing way to lose.  Lost 19-21. 

Despite a below par performance the Under 14 As showed great tenacity and good team spirit to win a close fought 
contest against a well drilled Eastbourne side.  Tight marking by Eastbourne made space difficult to find and the 
Brighton girls were unable to establish any fluency in their play.  Caroline Jeffery was outstanding in defence.             
Won 29 – 26. 

Netball - Wednesday Matches 

v Portsmouth Grammar School 

The opposition passed the ball sharply down court and were hard to live with.  The Portsmouth Goal Defence was 
exceptional.  Laura Burt and Maddy Sava were the Brighton stars, winning countless rebounds and making interceptions 
around the defending circle.  In the third quarter Brighton made a come back but the result was never really in doubt.  
1st VII 25  PGS 35. 

After falling behind 3-10, the 2nd VII did well in the 2nd quarter to get back on even terms 13-13.  However, a disastrous 
3rd quarter in the shooting circle left us trailing by six for the rest of the match.  There was no flow this week mid-court, 
but the girls had to maintain a tremendous pace throughout against very strong opposition.  Man Yui was excellent 
centre court and Emily Close was influential at WD taking great interceptions and creating space in attack. 2nd VII 26  
PGS 32.  
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Portsmouth Grammar were tough opponents but the 3rd VII shot accurately and led throughout the match.  Special 
mention to Steph. Hartop for her relentless defensive play and Jenny Lewis for her movement and vision.  3rd VII 34  
PGS 25. 

Netball - Thursday Matches 

v Eastbourne 

The 1st VII made a good start and their performance was stronger than it has been in the centre of the court.  Milly 
Cannon totally dominated the shooting circle in the second half of the game and the team achieved a very comfortable 
win.  1st VII 35 Eastbourne 19 

The Under 16 As played some of their best netball of the season when beating Eastbourne by 34 goals to 10. The 
defence was particularly strong with Chloe Benford and Florrie Wilby making life very difficult for their opponents.  Leyla 
Foolheea had a terrific game, not only making a lot of space for herself but also with faultless shooting. 

Football – Tuesday Matches 

v St Bede’s 

The Under 15 A XI maintained their excellent run with a very hard fought victory over St Bedes by 2-1.  St Bedes had the 
majority of the possession and chances but as ever the defensive line was quite outstanding.  Special mention must go  
to the spine of the team, Hugo and Chris Currell, Alastair Thomas, Teddy Truneh, and Jamie Thornely, who all 
competed at an exceptional level.  Jordan Auburn was dynamic as the lone striker, scoring twice to secure victory. 

The Under 14 As lost 5-2 to a strong St. Bede's team.  The As took 20 minutes to get into the match and conceded 4 
goals in the first half.  Cameron Crewe scored an outstanding goal just before half-time.  The team started strongly in 
the second half and Kiran Rajkumar scored from a well-taken corner.  St. Bede's scored in the dying moments of the 
match to seal victory.  A much improved second-half with Alex Bozic, Freddie Lewendon and Max Appleberg tackling 
tirelessly helped keep the score to a respectable level. 

Boys’ Hockey - Thursday 

v Christ’s Hospital  

The 1st XI started well, making in-roads to Christ’s Hospital defence and within 15 minutes Moaz Hamid received the ball 
in space at the top of the D and promptly roofed it.  In the second half, rather than finishing the game off, the side 
relaxed and Christ’s saw a chance to equalise.  After several missed opportunities, the 1st XI broke and David Pearson 
finished at the back post.  At 2-0 the game was safe, but not over.  Christ’s Hospital pulled a goal back with 20 seconds 
to go, as casual defending gave them another opportunity.  Won 2-1. 

Congratulations to ….. 

Jordan Auburn  (pictured, left) for competing in his first Indoor Athletics Competition.  He 
finished 2nd in the 60m Hurdles at the England Athletics Championships in Birmingham, 
bringing a silver medal home. 

Old Brightonain Ben Maidment  has been selected to represent England Students 
against Irish Colleges this Friday in Ireland.  Having made the squad last year but cruelly 
discovered a badly broken wrist after the final trial which meant seven months recovering 
from a vital operation.  Maidment follows in the footsteps of Falcons and England Sevens 
skipper Ollie Phillips , who took the same Brighton College-Durham University route on 
the way to turning out for the Students.  Ben is keen to take his chance this week and 
push for further recognition in the forthcoming home fixtures against France and the 
Combined Services, and a trip to Amsterdam to take on the full Dutch national side. 

Another Old Brightonian, Matthew Machan , continues to make good progress towards 
his ambition of a regular place in the Sussex CCC side. He has spent the winter in Perth, 
Western Australia playing cricket. He left Perth before Half Term to join the England 
under 18 squad tour to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, from February 13-28 2009. 

Editor: David Gold 


