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Cambridge Union Schools Debating Competition 

Fergus Blair teamed up with Horatio Georgestone in this prestigious 
competition, to compete in what is probably the biggest debating 
competition in the world.  Having won the first two rounds at Worth 
and Bishop Wordsworth's School in Salisbury, they competed in 
the Final which took place at the Cambridge Union.  As over 750 
schools entered the competition, this was an extremely impressive 
achievement.  The standard was very high, and, after an initial 
setback, the boys rallied well, finishing the first round of debates 
strongly.  Unfortunately, this was not enough to propel them into the 
semi-finals.  Special thanks to Mr and Mrs Blair for driving the team 
there and back, and for their support throughout.  

 
The UK Intermediate Maths Challenge 
Almost 150 of our top mathematicians in the 4th Form to Upper Fifth took part in the UK Intermediate Maths Challenge, a 
national problem-solving competition that attracts 200 000 entries each year. With 32 Gold, 36 Silver, and 44 Bronze 
certificates awarded to College pupils this was certainly a bumper year. Sixteen pupils gained places in the next round, 
the European Kangaroo competition, and Ta-J Hirunpatawong (L5 Fenwick) qualified for the more challenging Olympiad 
round and was ‘Best in School’. Congratulations to all who took part. 

 

1st XV win National Award  

The College 1st XV have won The Evening Standard Team of the 
Month  Award for January and February.  Based on the results this 
term against Whitgift and Campion they have been awarded this 
prestigious accolade. 
 
 
 
The English Speaking Union public speaking 
competition 

The public speaking team, consisting of Eswar Kalidasan as Chairman, Ben Hornby as Questioner and Fergus Blair as 
the Speaker, acquitted themselves with great credit, winning the first round of the competition, beating teams from 
Eastbourne College, Priory and St Mary's Hall.  In the Area Final they came second to Chailey, who went through to the 
Regional Final.  Fergus was awarded the Victor Edney Cup for Best Individual Speaker, which he won for the second 
year running.  He gave a rousing and entertaining speech on the evils of patriotism.  
 

A record 1,000 people at this year’s Brighton 
Science Festival! 

Science is celebrated in Brighton and Hove throughout February 
and this event attracts schools from across Sussex, as well as huge 
engineering companies like Ricardo.  Each year Brighton College 
draws huge crowds, to see some new experiments and 
demonstrate how much fun Science is.  This year was no 
exception, with over 1,000 people exploring everything from ‘how to 
make ice cream’, to investigating the properties of dry ice. 
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Royal Academy of Dance  

A 4th Form pupil, Phoebe Lower, succeeded in the South East Awards with the Royal Academy of Dance which were 
held at Brighton College on Sunday 1st March.  Phoebe was one of only 3 girls to be chosen from the regional 
competition and will go to the London finals on May 10th.  Remarkably, Phoebe only started formal ballet classes last 
year with Vicky Allport and has already passed Grade 4 with distinction.  We anticipate great things from her in the 
future and wish her luck in London. 

 
Former Pupils take on the World 
�
Five of our former pupils are about to begin their campaigns in 
the Cricket and Rugby 7s World Cups.  In Cricket Holly Colvin, 
Sarah Taylor and Laura Marsh start tomorrow in Canberra as 
one of the pre-tournament favourites (Sky Sports is covering 
some of the games).  Ryan Manyika (Zimbabwe) and Ollie 
Phillips (England - Captain) have started their group games in 
the Rugby World 7s Cup in Dubai (Sky Sports). 
 
 
Gavin Maxwell – Wild China  

Complimentary tickets are still available for a lecture by the award-winning wildlife documentary maker Gavin Maxwell, 
on 12 March.  He will be talking about his experiences in making the BBC series 'Wild China'.  All junior scholars and 
those studying Geography in the 6th form are expected to attend, but the lecture is also open to all pupils 
and parents.  Please contact the Front Reception for your tickets if you have not yet done so.  Drinks will be served in 
the Burstow Gallery from 6.15pm, with the lecture itself starting at 7pm in the Rose Lecture Theatre.  

 

Closure of St Mary’s Hall 

The college has received many further enquiries from parents with children currently attending, or registered with, St 
Mary’s Hall.  We are deeply sympathetic to all children affected by the closure and will continue to do our best to help 
wherever possible.  All enquiries of this nature should be directed to the Director of Admissions, Mrs Brightwell, on 
01273-704201/2. 

 

For Bioethicists/Medics:   
   
There will be a special scholars’ lecture on Tuesday 10th March given by Kathryn Ehrich from King's College London, on 
the ethical issues surrounding embryos & stem cell research. 

The lecture will comprise a 30 minute talk and then a 30 minute discussion, and will be held in B2 at 4pm (not in the SLT 
as previously advertised!).  All are welcome to attend, and it is particularly recommended for 6th form medics as this is 
the sort of topic that could come up at medical school interview. 

 

Distinctions 

Congratulations to:  Roisin Bennett-Odlum, Chichester; Niamh Byrne-Roberts, Seldon; Lauren Crook, Chichester; 
Charlotte Dodge, Seldon; Clementine Foulkes, Williams; Hannah Idle, Williams; Beth Kelly, Williams; Megan Larner, 
Chichester; Emily Lewis, Chichester; Sarah Maidment, Chichester; Laura Medlock, Chichester; Allie Rice, Chichester; 
Tom Rollinson, School; Emily Savvidou, Seldon; Ashkon Seyed-Safi, Aldritch; Hannah Short, Williams; Rebecca Silk, 
Seldon; Amy Still, Seldon; James Trott, Hampden; Verity Turner, Fenwick 

 
 
Classical Reading Competition  
 
The annual Sussex Classical Association Classical Reading Competition takes place on Tuesday 10 March at 6pm in 
the Sixth Form Lecture Theatre. Pupils from many local prep and senior schools will be taking part, reading extracts 
from both Roman and Greek writers. Come along and support our readers!  

 
 

Ollie Phillips & Laura Marsh 
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Sports Review 

Football  

v Dulwich 
The 1st XI suffered their first defeat of the season after being beaten by a strong unbeaten Dulwich side. Both sides 
started brightly and had their share of the possession, but it was Dulwich who looked the more dangerous.  Brighton 
missed a good chance to make it 2-1, when a well-crafted cross from Louis Collard-Watson was volleyed over the bar.  
The 1st XI rallied in the second half and had the better of the play, however they failed to create any real chances and 
were hit on the break with some clinical Dulwich finishing.  Dulwich 5 Brighton 0. 

 
This was by far the 2nd XIs best performance of the season.  Despite going 
down a goal half way through the first half to a well taken Dulwich chance, 
the team remained positive and kept pressing for the equaliser.   Matt 
Thomas was on hand for a tap soon after the break as a result of Charles 
Davis’ fine effort which hit the bar and fell nicely for Thomas.  Miles 
Holbrook covered every blade of grass and man of the match Elliott 
Parkes pulled off some fine saves to deny Dulwich a win.  Dulwich 1 
Brighton 1. 
 
The 3rd XI played some impressive football and were desperately unlucky 
not to claim a win against an athletic and physical Dulwich team.  Ocean 
Wisdom scored both of the side’s goals, the second a sublime chip over 
the keeper. The game was almost won with the last kick of the game but 
Wisdom's shot from outside the box deflected off the crossbar.  Final 
score 2 – 2.  The 5th XI played an upbeat game never loosing patience and 
continually attempting to push forwards. Playing Dulwich’s Under 16 As 
made this match a tricky one, where Dulwich showed used some quick, 

neat passes to weave around our defence and score 9 - 0. This was the first match that the score was not a good 
reflection of how we played. 
 
The Under 15 As enhanced their reputation as the team of the moment as judged by the national schools football 
website by taking the lead twice against Dulwich to be pegged back on each occasion.  Ben Hornby scoring both goals.  
Final score 2 – 2.  The Under 15 Bs held their heads high against a dominant Dulwich team and kept the score line 
within grasp until the final ten minutes. Tom Atkinson and Charlie Grey scoring the goals. Lost 6 – 2.  This was a 
respectable by the Under 15 Cs who put in every effort against a much stronger side who had beaten them 14 - 0 last 
year.  Max Bertand and Frank Jarman fought hard in defence , whilst Bob Fielder did his best in goal.  Lost 9 – 0.  
 
The Under 14 A XI lost 12-0 to a very strong Dulwich. The team tried their best, but were outclassed by stronger and 
more skilful opponents.  Under 14B 0 Dulwich U14B 2 
Netball  
 
v Reigate 
The 1st VII had a successful week winning 3 matches out of 4.  Luckily, the girls had enough energy left to produce a 
dynamic performance against Reigate.  Tight marking and slick passing throughout the court gave them the edge and 
height advantage in the shooting circle allowed them to finish the task.  Everyone played well in a match where the final 
result was never in doubt.  Won 40 – 10.  The 2nd XI got off to a storming start and played dynamic, athletic and positive 
netball. Rosa Griffiths and Katie Hicks dominated in the shooting circle and the defenders Verity Turner, Emily Close 
and Sally Murrills read the game superbly to take many interceptions. Mid-court Man Yiu, Anna Horner and Louise Bains 
were just too quick and agile for the opposition, passing the ball fast through the centre court and whipping it into the 
shooters.  Won 37 – 12.  The 3rd VII had a patchy start but once they started playing their own game the goals started 
going in and they started to pull away.  Special mention to Rose Davis whose accurate shooting in the 3rd quarter really 
helped the final score line.  Won 22 – 13. 
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In a largely clinical display, the Under 16 As secured another good win against Reigate.  Vicky Homer’s unstinting 
efforts in attack meant that the most was made of any opportunities, while Charlotte Turner worked very well with Chloe 
Benford to minimise the shooting chances afforded to the opposition. All played with great determination and 
confidence.   A depleted Under 16 B team produced a very impressive result winning 59 - 5.  Jess Appleton and Lissy 
Foulds rarely missed their shots and Nathania Hall intercepted countless balls which left little opportunity for the 
opposition to score. 
 
The Under 15 As started off at a very fast determined pace  with Gabbie Harris and Winnie Lawrence making a huge 
number of interceptions. Izi Hutchinson played her best attacking game this season.  Won 41 – 10.  The best 
performance of the season resulted in an excellent victory for the Under 15 Bs. Reigate were never able to cope with the 
slick team work of the Brighton girls and Sophie Benton was exceptional playing in several different positions. Won 20 – 
8. 
 
Despite a slow start the Under 14 As stepped up a gear after the first quarter and played some fantastic netball.  
Georgina Tyas dominated her shooting circle, Charlotte Dodge played superbly in the centre court and Caroline Jeffery 
in defence gave her opponent very few shooting opportunities. Won 32 – 16.   The Under 14 Bs remain unbeaten this 
season with a 22 - 11 win.    Niamh Byrne - Roberts was outstanding at Goal Keeper, remaining focused throughout the 
match and working hard to intercept any loose balls.  From the first whistle the Under 14 Cs played their socks off.  They 
played the ball up the court into the hands of our shooters who were on their best form.  Tessa Hutchinson as WA had 
an outstanding match proving herself to be a very valuable link between the centre and the shooters. Won 19 – 6. 
 
Rugby 
 
1st XV – Sussex 7s (Christ’s Hospital) 
Group Games 
v Tonbridge Won 5 - 0 
v Reigate Won 25 - 0 
v Canford Won 20 - 0 
Quarter Final (Cup)  
v Epsom Won 12 - 7 
Semi Final (Cup) 
v Cranleigh Lost 26 - 19 

Under 16s – Royal Grammar School 7s 
Group Games 
v RGS Guildford Won 7 – 5 
v Campion Won 21 – 7 
v City of London Freeman’s Won 26 – 7 
v Eton Won 19 – 14 
Semi Final (Cup) 
Tiffin Lost 19 – 14 

 
Midweek Results 
 
Under 15s – Sussex 7s 
The Under 15 7s Squad marched to a convincing victory in the Under 15 Sevens competition at Christ Hospital. The 
final was a tense affair and the college side were tested by the fact that Christ Hospital had two or three very quick 
players. 
 
Group stage 
v Holy Trinity Won 34 - 0 
v Cardinal Newman Won 29 - 0 
v Bishop Luffa Won 36 - 0 
v Uckfield Won 36 - 0 
Semi-Final 
v Warden Park Won 38 - 0 
Final  
v Christ Hospital Won 15 - 10 
 
Netball 
 
1st VII Falmer League 
Gale force winds and pouring rain made play difficult, but the girls took an early lead and managed to hold on to it. 
Emma Thomas, Emily Keighley, Jenny Rowlandson and Katie Browning all showed great agility in the centre of the 
court and produced some accurate passing despite the poor conditions.  1st VII 25  Zodiac 25 
 
Under 15 Sussex Cup – Semi Final v Imberhorne 
This was a great match against a very talented side.  Shan Thomas and Winnie Lawrence marked consistently well 
providing a huge number of turn over balls for the team.  At 3/4 time the score was 22-23 and the game could have 
gone either way. However, Imberhorne moved ahead with their very consistent play and as panic set in the game was 
lost 27-34. 
 
U16 Sussex Cup – Semi Final v Roedean 
Despite a huge effort from everyone the Under 16 As 40 – 32.  It was a very competitive game with few errors from both 
sides, but we were unable to deny passes to their extremely tall shooter.  Leyla Foolheea and Victoria Homer shot very 
well and Lora Maxwell played extremely well, especially when she moved into defence. 
 



  Page 5 of 5 

V Newlands 
This was a strong performance by the Under 15 Bs , who played very well in periods.  Great attack from Sasha Morse 
and a good team play by Izzy Grainger helped the to team to a 13 – 2 win.  After a very slow start to the match the 
Under 14 Bs played well, beating Newlands school 18 – 0.. Tish Saunders continues to improve, and moved around the 
shooting circle with good poise and agility.  In the U14E game,  Hannah Hunter played a relentless centre, cutting and 
moving into some great spaces. Hui Liu and Hannah Idle’s superb interceptions helped seal the game 8 – 1. 
  
Football 
 
v St Bede’s 
Thursday afternoon saw a mixture of the 1st & 2nd XI players take on a strong St Bede’s side.  The game started with a 
real intent with both sides going close. Richard Broad did a fine job as a target man linking up well the midfield and 
whose consistency created a good first-half chance, finding Bradley Vanstone in behind the oppositions defence. Felix 
Jordan, who received his Football Colours earlier this week, capitalised on the pressure scoring from a corner kick. The 
captain, Harry Herbert, then stepped up to score his first of the season and what turned out to be the deciding goal. It 
was this well placed bullet header from a Louis Collard-Watson corner that settled the final score at 2 – 1 to Brighton. 
 

v Kingsford Community College 
There are times when you just have to applaud the opponents and 
appreciate that they were the better team.  This was the case as the Under 
15 A went down to a rare defeat from Kingsford Community School by a 
score line of 5-2.   
The Under 14 A XI team lost 3-0 to a strong Kingsford side. Playing against 
much bigger boys, the team were under pressure from the kick-off, but 
showed tremendous resilience and tackling to defend their goal. 
 
 
 
 
And finally…  


