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Volume 13 Issue 01 4th September 2009 

Record Results! 

 

This Summer, Brighton College pupils achieved the best A-Level results ever achieved by any co-educational school in 
England, breaking the previous record - set by Brighton College in 2008.  Many departments recorded a 100% A/B pass 
rate.  Virtually all pupils will enter their chosen universities including 18 to Oxford and Cambridge, another record.  Our 
GCSE candidates also broke records, with 76.4% of grades at A* or A.  These are the best results of any school in 
Sussex by some margin.  Of course, these results were only possible due to the hard work of pupils and teachers alike, 
and they should all be very proud of their achievements. 

Open Mornings 

The college will hold an Open Morning for prospective parents on Saturday 26th September for entry at 11+, 13+ and 
16+ from 9.30am-Noon, followed by lunch.  The Pre-Prep and Prep Schools will hold their joint event on Saturday 3rd 
October.  Prospective parents often rely on the advice and recommendation of their friends so please do pass the 
details on.  This is always a popular occasion and following the recent exam results the number of enquiries has 
escalated, so we do recommend early registration.  Families interested in attending should contact the Registrar on 
01273-704201 so that a guide can be allocated to them in advance. 

Geography Field Trip to Somerset 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Geography department took 15 pupils entering the Upper Sixth to Somerset for three full days of field work in 
preparation for the A2 Skills examination.  The weather was kind to them and they all enjoyed doing Geography in the 
open air.  As a group they were keen, very well behaved and their manners were appreciated by all at Nettlecombe 
Court Field Studies Centre.  Well done to all 15 of them. 
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House Openings 

 

 

Thursday 3 September was an afternoon of official 
openings, Clare Connor, OBE, and former Head of 
Williams, opened both Williams and Seldon Houses 
in their new spaces in the main building.  Later in the 
afternoon, John Leach, Headmaster 1987-97, 
returned to the college with his wife, Rosamund, to 
open the new L6 wing of Fenwick House, formerly 
occupied by Williams and Seldon.  The respective 
Heads of House, Kate Bull, Alex Lambert and Jess 
Flanagan, welcomed and thanked their distinguished 
visitors. 

The Brighton College Choral Society   

The Society is always looking for new members and all staff, 
parents and friends are most welcome.  It is an ideal way to get 
to know other members of the college community and sing 
some interesting and appealing music.  There is a nominal fee 
of £10 a term to cover costs and all music is provided for you. 
Last year we sang the Mozart Requiem, amongst other pieces, 
and we will be tackling another large scale choral work next 
term. This term, however, we will be doing something a little 
different and singing a selection of famous Opera Choruses. 
Tchaikovsky, Borodin and Verdi are amongst the Operatic 
composers featured on the programme.  The concert will be 
held on Thursday 3rd December at 7pm in St Mary’s Church, 
Kemptown.  Rehearsals are from 7pm until 9pm every 
Thursday in the Hordern 
Room. You are most 

welcome to come along to the first rehearsal on 10th September to ‘taste’ what we 
have on offer. There are no auditions. We look forward to seeing you there!         

Dance School Classes recommence Monday 7 th September 

Dance School classes resume on Monday, 7th September.  There are over fifty 
dance classes on offer in RAD Ballet and Imperial Society Modern, Jazz and Tap 
Dance and all pupils in the pre-prep, prep school, lower school and college are 
warmly invited to enrol.  There will be a registration day today (Friday, 4th 
September) from 4 until 5.30 p.m. in the dance studio.  Staff will be available to 
answer any questions that parents and pupils may have.  Alternatively, please 
contact Joanne Moses, the Dance Administrator on 01273 704309. 
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Tap Dance Open Workshop for boys and girls age 6  

Mr Wood will be holding a free tap dance workshop on Monday 7th September between 4 and 4.45pm as a taster 
session for pupils in the pre-prep, prep school and lower school.  All are warmly invited to attend.  College pupils who 
are keen to pursue tap should enrol for Preparatory Vocational Tap with Mr Wood on Thursdays  between 6.30 and 7.30 
p.m. in Montague.  Dance school registration forms are available  from main reception and from Joanne Moses, the 
Dance Administrator, who can be contacted on 01273 704309. 

The Bacchae 

On Friday September 11th at Montague at 7pm there will be a staging of Euripides’ The 
Bacchae by the student company MB Productions, featuring Roland Singer-Kingsmith, 
OB.  All are welcome.  Tickets are priced at £3, available at the door. 

 

 

Family Society Welcome Barbeque  

We look forward to welcoming all new parents to Brighton 
College on Friday 11th September.  You will have received an 
invitation in your welcome pack and many of you have returned 
this to the Family Society.  However, due to family reasons, the 
contact name for this event has changed and so for the next 
week if you need to contact anyone for this event please call 
Fiona Hutchinson on 01273 833338 / 07970368800 or email 
FionaHutch@aol.com 

Young Brightonian  

The new Young Brightonian magazine, with news of the past year at the Prep and Pre-Prep schools, is available for 
collection at the Prep School reception for any parents of current year 9 children who were in the prep school last year. 

Sports News 

Fantastic Summer for College’s Sportsmen & Women 
 

Brighton College’s sportsmen and women, past and present, have had a busy and hugely successful summer.   
 
Matt Prior  finished the Ashes series as England's second highest run-scorer, second 
only to England captain Andrew Strauss.  To have also received so much credit for his 
glovework speaks volumes about the contribution Matt made.  He joins fellow Old 
Brightonians Holly Colvin, Sarah Taylor and Laura Marsh in the 2009 Ashes Brighton 
College Roll of Honour; all three girls having played their part in ensuring that the 
England women's team retained the Ashes in July. 
 
The College 1 st XI finished runners-up for the second year in succession at the BOWS 
Cricket Festival.   
 
As the school season finished, many of the college cricketers went on to represent club 
and county teams.  Upper Sixth former Adam Davies  has made the final England Under 
19 trial along with Old Brightonian Matthew Machan .   
 
Georgia Adams  has been selected for an ECB Under 17 Development tour of South 
Africa after being selected for the Junior Super 4s competition. 
 
The Brighton College show jumping team  attended the English Schools’ festival at Hickstead.  Emily Keighley, 
Tabitha Worsley and Alex Kitcher all did well and look forward to further competition next year. 
 
The 1st XV and Under 15  rugby players travelled to Loughborough University for pre-season rugby training in late 
August.  The players worked hard throughout the week, had a tour of the campus, the new £25 million Technology 
Institute and attended lectures on diet and strength and conditioning.  The week finished with friendlies against Dulwich 
College. 
 
Last season’s 1st XV captain, Ross Chisholm , was selected by Harlequins to play in matches against Connaught and 
Edinburgh, as was current 1st XV member Ollie Richards  who played at Twickenham in the Middlesex Sevens.  James 
Tyas continues to impress in Scotland’s colours having played for the Under 20s team in a tournament in Holland that 
included matches against Belgium and France.  Harry Leonard  and Matthew Gue  went on tour to South Africa with 
Sussex Under 17s; both enjoyed the experience and the level of rugby. 
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The girls’ 1 st XI hockey team  attended the Pangbourne Festival, finishing with a couple of wins, losses and a draw.  
 
If any other pupils have any sporting news from the Summer they should send reports in to Mr Nicholson for publication 
in next week’s newsletter. 
 

And finally… 
 

Brighton College has launched a Twitter service to keep families and 
friends up to date with the latest news and events – in no more than 
140 characters!  If you would like to receive our Tweets, please log 
onto Twitter and search for Brightoncollege.  

 

Editor: David Gold 

www.BrightonCollege.org.uk 


