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From the headmaster: 
 

 
 
150 years ago this week, on Thursday 29th 

September 1859, an article appeared in the 

Brighton Gazette reporting on the opening of the 

chapel in the college grounds.  To mark the 

sesquicentennial of the chapel, the college held a 

service this morning and two pupils were asked to 

represent the prep school at this historic event.  I 

am very grateful to Becky Jones and Harry Dean 
for playing their part in the service so well.  
 

 
 
The Christian foundation of the school is very 

important to us, although of course we do welcome 

children of all faiths or indeed none.  

 

Tuesday 6th October was also an historic day with 

our first ever photo of all the pupils in our prep 

and pre-prep schools.  It did take quite a while to 
‘load’ over 500 pupils aged between 3 and 13 on 

the staging, as well as all their teachers.  

However, it was very worthwhile and I am grateful 

to Mrs. Griffiths for organising it so well.  Order 

forms for the photo will arrive soon.  The picture 

below shows the children just beginning to come 

off the staging.  
  

 
 
Brian Melia 

 
++++++++++++++++++++++ 

    
STSTSTST....    DAVID’S HOUSEDAVID’S HOUSEDAVID’S HOUSEDAVID’S HOUSE    

 
 
September 2009 not only signalled the start of 

the new academic year for the pupils at BCPS but 

also the beginning of a new era in the House of St 

David’s. After many years of distinguished 

service, Mr Silk retired last year and in so doing 

has handed over the reins to me. This academic 

year promises to be full of opportunities for 
members of St. David’s to gather house points in 

any of the plethora of activities that have been 

planned.  I am quietly confident that we will be 

making a strong challenge for both the Work Cup 

and the Activities Shield this year.  Good luck St. 

David’s or, as the Welsh say, ‘Pob Lwc’! 

Eamonn O’Sullivan 
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The BP Trading Challenge Roadshow 

 
 

The BP Trading Challenge Roadshow team visited 

our school today and the pupils in year 8 worked 

together in house teams, competing against each 

other, to trade oil and make a profit. They 

demonstrated many of the skills and values that 

contribute towards success in business! Jobs 

consisted of: Company Chairman/Woman, Market 

Analyst(s), Trader(s) and Accountants. After a 
hectic 90 minutes of trading, with much 

teamwork, risk taking and initiative (also taking 

into account changes in world conditions, supply 

and demand for oil) the winning team was CEJA 

Oil, with a profit of £176,100. Not bad for 90 

minutes’ work! The winning team consisted of Chris 

Saner, Alex Boyd, James Allen and Elliott Harman 

and is pictured below with the three presenters: 
Laura, James and Gemma. 

Neil Anderson 

 
Year 5 Intech Science & Planetarium 
Visit Monday 5th October.  
On Monday 5th October, year 5 will be going to the 

Science Centre in Winchester. All pupils should be 
dropped off at Sutherland Road for 7.20am and 

need to wear casual clothes, which should include 

comfortable trousers/jeans and sensible 

shoes/trainers. All pupils should wear their school 

sweat shirt and have a coat.  Any medication 

should be handed to Mr Bell in a named bag and all 

pupils should bring a small rucksack in which to 

carry their packed lunch, pen, pencil and rubber. 
No spending money is required for this trip as 

goody bags are provided in the cost for the visit. 

All pupils should be collected from school at 

4.45pm. 

Kate Carey 

    
 
 

4R Assembly … ‘Space’ 

 
 
4R performed their assembly about ‘space’ to the 

school on Tuesday morning and to 4R parents in 

the afternoon. The children talked about galaxies, 

the solar system, the nine different planets, the 

Earth’s axis, constellations and Neil Armstrong 

taking that first historic step onto the moon’s 

surface in July 1969. 

Charlie Rice 

    
Hope Gap Hope Gap Hope Gap Hope Gap ––––    Year 6 beach Year 6 beach Year 6 beach Year 6 beach 
habitat trip by Olivia Duperehabitat trip by Olivia Duperehabitat trip by Olivia Duperehabitat trip by Olivia Dupere    

When we arrived at 

Hope Gap we did a 

chemistry experiment, 

putting vinegar into 
chalk. It made the 

chalk froth up and look 

like a cappuccino! The vinegar is an acid which 

reacted with the chalk (calcium carbonate) to 

produce carbon dioxide which we saw as fizzing. 

After that we went rock pooling. We all divided up 

into pairs or threes. I was with Alexandra and 

May, and we set out to look for animals, mostly 
shore crabs. We found lots of shrimps, limpets, 

periwinkles and some fish, but we lost half of 

them when I fell in 

the deepest rock 

pool! I found a 

massive crab which 

nipped my finger but 
it got away and we 

could not catch it. 

 
The Golden Hinde Trip by The Golden Hinde Trip by The Golden Hinde Trip by The Golden Hinde Trip by 
Alex BoydAlex BoydAlex BoydAlex Boyd    
On 21st September, twenty people from year 8 had 

the privilege of going on a school trip to the 
Golden Hinde. It was a great trip that I 

recommend to anyone who has the chance. 
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The Golden Hinde (or formerly The Pelican) was a 

ship captained by Sir Francis Drake in 1577-1580. 

It is known from when it circumnavigated the 
world. It was still called ‘The Pelican’ when he set 

off, but Drake re-named it shortly before 

entering ‘The Straights of Maggellan.  He re-

named it after one of his sponsors, Sir 

Christopher Hatton.  Hatton’s armorial crest was a 

golden hind. 
 
We travelled to London by train and arrived at the 
vessel shortly after. And as for me, well, I arrived 
to a bit of a disaster. Whilst handling my sleeping 

bag (in its case) a little incautiously, it slipped 

from my grip.  At this time I just happened to be 

standing right next to a small dock by the River 

Thames.  My sleeping bag slipped, bounced off the 

railing, through one of the gaps, and landed 

‘SPLASH’ in the water. The wall at the side was 
reasonably high, so we couldn’t just reach down 

and grab it.  In the end, our gap student Andrew 

held one of the staff at The Golden Hinde upside-

down over the water. She reached down with a 

stick and hooked it out of the water. This got 

everyone laughing, and left me, a little humiliated. 
 
After this incident, the twenty people were split 
into three groups and each group was ranked 

either Officer, Barber-Surgeon or Gunner. To 

help us fully experience what it would have been 

like as a sixteenth-century sailor, we all dressed 

up in some sixteenth-century styled clothes, and 

then went aboard to explore the ship. The group 

had various activities to do, teaching us about 

what each person aboard at the time had to do. 
 
These activities really gave us all a great 

experience of how they must have felt at the 

time. All the ceilings were very low, and for a fully 

grown man working the guns, it must have been 

very difficult.  For me it felt brilliant and I could 

just imagine the huge noise, cries of pain and the 

officers shouting their orders trying to make it so 
the crew could hear them over the blasts of the 

cannon. Whilst trying to get to sleep, I could 

almost feel the rocking and swaying of the boat. 

During this trip, I’m sure we all got a real sense of 

what it would have been like at the time. 
 
This great day was wrapped up with a meal of rice 

and vegetables, and a night on the gun-deck. 
Overall, this was a very enjoyable and interesting 

trip, which we all gained from. 

CommendationsCommendationsCommendationsCommendations    
For a fantastic presentation on Paris in fluent 
French without any notes to 8-1  
Sam Watling 
 
For an excellent maths prep on 3D shapes 

Conor Morgan 
 
Junior problem solvers of the week 
Persia Abdulkhani and Alex Brown 
 
For a superb presentation on Hope Gap 
Alex Bone 

 

Tenderfoot Christmas Tenderfoot Christmas Tenderfoot Christmas Tenderfoot Christmas 
Shoebox AppealShoebox AppealShoebox AppealShoebox Appeal    

Keep those boxes coming in - 

St. Andrew’s are currently in 

the lead! Please don’t forget 

to enclose some money 

towards postage. I know it’s a great deal to ask 

but the transport costs have spiralled this year. 

Lois Griffiths 

 
Bikeability Training 
I have been working with Brighton and Hove 

Council and have produced a school travel plan and 

we are encouraging pupils to lift share, walk or 
cycle to school. With this in mind, the council is 

running a Bikeability course, which involves cycle 

training at Preston Park during half term – Monday 

26th to Friday 30th October from 10am to 12 noon. 

Level 1 is learning to control the bike and level 2 is 

cycling in real traffic but sticking to quiet roads. 

It is for pupils aged 9 to 13 and places are limited. 
For more details and to make a booking, please 

contact Emily Tester, Cyclist Training and School 

Crossing Patrol Manager on 01273 293847. 

Lois Griffiths 
 

Visiting Artist 
James Gakonga 
Last Friday, year 5 had a 

wonderful day being 

taught by the Kenyan 

artist, James Gakonga. 

Every pupil produced a 

painting in his style and 
learnt about Kenyan song, 

dance and traditions. Elia 

Bach has written about 
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her experience below. 

Kate Carey 

 

 

 

 

Our Morning with James Gakonga by 

Elia Bach 5C  
When I was waiting outside the art room, I was 

nervous and excited. I kept asking myself the 

same questions: what was his style of art? What 
was he like? Was he nice? It finally came to the 

frantic moment of us being allowed into the art 

room. I walked over to a table where some 

paintings were set out. It was now that all my 

questions were answered as in walked James 

Gakonga. As soon as he got to the table, he 

started explaining his style of art. He then taught 
us to say ‘Hakuna Matata’ and’ Jambo’ which mean 

‘No worries’ and ‘Hello’ in Swahili. He told us to 

find a space in the art room so we could practise 

some dance moves. This, he explained, would help 

us to understand the movement in our paintings. 

He put on some Kenyan music and we were 

instructed to follow him in the ‘bat dance’. This 

involved us dancing with our arms out and knees 
bobbing. He then told us to do a bicycle wheel 

going over bumps, still with our knees bobbing up 

and down. He then asked us to do duck wings, but 

I thought my arms seemed more like chicken 

wings! He lastly told us to make up our own dance. 

I did a dog walking around, sniffing everything.  

After this, Gakonga began showing us how to draw 

Kenyan men and women in his style. Once we had 
done this, we had to cover them with masking 

fluid. He explained that this would protect our 

work when we did the colour wash. For my colour 

wash, I chose a background of yellow, green and 

red. I thought it looked very effective with my 
four Kenyan people. After peeling off the masking 

tape, it was time to paint our people. Gakonga told 

us not to paint the clothes the same colour as the 

background because the colours would blend 

rather than stand out. I painted mine in lots of 

bright colours. For example, my girls were pink and 

purple, and my boys were blue, orange and green. 

The last stage was to go over the pencil lines. 
After we had finished, we sat down and listened 

to Gakonga singing songs in Swahili. I loved it! We 

also asked him lots of questions about his life and 

inspirations for his art. Then it was time to leave. 

I was pretty disappointed in having to go as I’d 

had such a great morning. 
  
Musician of the Month – September 
Each month, the visiting music teachers choose 
one pupil to be their ‘Musician of the Month’. This 

award is given to the pupil who has displayed the 

most dedicated attitude in instrumental and vocal 

lessons and has made the greatest progress that 

month. As it is early in the school year and some 

teachers have only seen pupils a couple of times, 

they have decided not to award this month. 

However, I am delighted that the following pupils 
have received this award this month: 
 

 
 
Daisy Chadwick (piano), Charlie D’Arcy (piano), 

Alex Christie (guitar), Oliver Cave (violin), 

Alex Sansbury (violin), Camilla Ryan (saxophone), 

Edmund Scott (violin), Alexander Nebhrajani-

Wallace (flute), Alex Sinclair (cello), Alex Rea 
(flute), Matthew Veck (guitar), Maddi Considine 

(clarinet), Kate Sim Read (trumpet), Emily Grocott 

(harp)  

 

 Well done and keep practising! 

Carolyn Hextall 

Painting by 
Amelia 
Stevenson-Kay 

Painting by 
Portia Smith 
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Uniform reminder 
Please make sure that pupils come to school in 
their winter uniform from Monday (5.10.09) 

onwards. As it states in the Parents’ Handbook, 

both boys and girls should be in winter uniform by 

the first Monday in October. 

Thank you 

Lois Griffiths 
 

 
Results of the Senior Inter-house Netball 

Competition 2009/10 year 7 and 8 
 

 

St. 

Andrew’s 

St. 

David’s 

St. 

George’s 

St. 

Patrick’s 

Total 

St. 

Andrew’s 

 

 

 

 

5 

 

0 

 

5 

 

10 

St. 

David’s 

 

1 

 

  

0 

 

5 

 

6 

St. 

George’s 

 

5 

 

 

5 

  

5 

 

15 

St. 

Patrick’s 

 

1 

 

 

1 

 

0 

  

2 

 

 

St. George’s – Yrs 7 & 8 
 

 

St. Patrick’s – Yrs 7 & 8 
 

 

St. David’s – Yrs 7 & 8 

 

 

St. Andrew’s – Yrs 7 & 8 

 

Inter-House Netball - 
Years 7 & 8 in Action 
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The results of the Intermediate Inter-house 
Netball Competition 2009/10 for years 5 and 6 

will be in next week’s newsletter. 

 

U13A Hockey v. Burgess Hill 
Last Friday, the 1st XI girls were defeated 0-5 by 

Burgess Hill School for Girls in the first round of 

the Sussex Knock-Out Cup. Naomi Sebley was ‘girl 

of the game’ as she tried from start to finish to 
both attack and defend as centre mid-field. She 

tackled bravely as did Charlotte Haney, but once 

again in front of goal the defence allowed the 

opposition too much respect. Izzy Bryant had a 

great game in goal, making many tremendous saves 

and Sonia Ryan showed promise in defence, 

delivering good balls out to the left wing time 

after time.  
 

 
Week 5 
Football versus Ardingly  
The boys played eleven matches against Ardingly, 

a strong football school, and came away with a 

creditable set of results, winning 5, drawing one 

and losing 5. 
 
For the U9C team it was the first match of the 

season. They played some exciting football and 

BCPS went on to win 3-0. We were on the attack 
for most of the game. Captain Felix Schleif scored 

twice and Theo Parker finished the match off 

with a well-taken goal. A great start boys, well 

done! 
 
The U9B team did not fare so well, but worked 

hard in a 3-0 defeat. 
 
The U9A team was involved in one of the three 
seven-goal thrillers. After twice being in the lead 

through Jake Ford and Ivo Christie, the boys lost 

a tight match by 4-3, conceding two goals in the 

dying minutes. Man of the match, Harry Bailey, 
delivered some great crosses and last ditch 

tackles in this much-improved performance! 
 
The U10 boys did particularly well, winning both 

their matches. 
 
The B team won 5-0 and got off to a flier with two 

goals from Toby Asplin in the first five minutes. 

They created several other chances but could not 
quite score again until the second half. Some good 

passing moves led to the third goal as Joshua 

Jones slotted home from outside the box. The 

irrepressible Eddie Eardley then scored a cracker 

into the top corner and Jack Grocott finished off 

the rout with a coolly taken striker’s goal.  

 

 
U10B 

 
Mr. Ansell witnessed a very good performance 

from the whole of the U10A team, passing the ball 

particularly well on a small pitch. Two goals each 

for Alfie Beadle and Angus McWhirter and 

another three, scored by Harry McWhirter, 

Teddy Gray and Alex Christie, gave the boys a 

deserved first win of the season by 7-0. 
 

 
U10A 

 
The U11 B team travelled away and started the 

game brightly, Jack Greenwood scoring two well- 

taken goals. Ardingly fought back and we went in 
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at half time 3-2 down. The team worked tirelessly 

all over the pitch but was unable to keep out a 

well- drilled Ardingly team and in the end we were 
unfortunate to lose 5-2.  
 
The Colts A team played very well indeed and 

ground out a creditable 0-0 draw. Billy Parmenter-

Stratta was a nuisance up front, Hawk Norton got 

stuck in at the back and Alex Bone pulled off some 

great saves as the team truly earned this 0-0 

draw.  
 
The performance of the day arguably came from 

the 4th XI, involved in another seven goal drama. 

They were always falling behind in a roller coaster 

match, yet always managed to equalise to haul 

themselves back into the game. With the score at 

3-3, thanks to a brace of goals from Sam Watling 

and one from Alex Boyd, the match was 
enlightened by a moment of class. Clem Hunter 

looked up and lobbed the keeper with a delightful 

finish; 4-3 to BCPS.  
 
Ollie Loeb Mills was man of the match for the 3rd 

XI and was a constant threat up front. Jack Neale 

scored the first from a corner and Ollie scored 

the second in a fine 2-1 win. Ardingly got a 

consolation goal towards the end of a fine match.  
 
The 2nd XI team lost 4-1, with Dominic Wood 

scoring the only (rather fortuitous) goal. We still 

need to compete more aggressively in midfield and 

take our chances when they are kindly presented 

by the opposition! 
 
The 1st XI were involved in a pulsating match of 
high quality, the third seven-goal thriller of the 

day.  Sadly, they lost 4-3 but they should be proud 

to have contributed so much in this magnificent 

match. Sloppy defending in the first five minutes 

gave Ardingly two goals. Further defensive errors 

could have handed Ardingly further joy, but it was 

the Ardingly keeper who had the harder work to 

do as he twice saved brilliantly to prevent us from 
scoring. The second half was a different affair as 

we started to dominate and attack with real verve 

and purpose. The three goal scorers (Bertie 

Bextor, Kyran Bungaroo and Ollie Rapp) combined 

cleverly going forward. All three goals were of top 

quality, but Ollie Rapp’s was a bit special; his 

second wonder strike in two games! Jack Witt and 

Freddie Grumitt worked especially hard in 
midfield and it was tough for these boys to take a 

4-3 loss, having fought their way back into the 

game. Huge credit to the team for their ‘never say 

die’ spirit; eradicate the defensive errors and the 

wins will come. Colours are awarded to Freddie 
Grumitt and Ollie Rapp. 

 

 
Monday 5th October 
Prep school jazz day 
All day year 5 visit to Intech Science Centre and 
Planetarium (Winchester). Returning to school 4.45pm 
 
Tuesday 6th October 
3.45-4.45pm Bugsy rehearsal 
 
Wednesday 7th October 
2.00pm Hockey v. Ardingly U9A VII, U11C VII (A) 
2.30pm Hockey v. Ardingly U11A VII, U11B VII (A) 
2.30pm Hockey v. Ardingly 2nd XI, 3rd XI (H) 
2.30pm Football v. Handcross Park 1st XI, U11A VII, 
U11B VII, U11C VII (A) 

2.30pm Football v. Handcross Park 2nd XI, U9A VI, 
U9B VI, U8A VI, U8B VI (H) 

3.00pm Hockey v. Ardingly 1st XI (A) 
 
Thursday 8th October 
8.30am Chapel – music assembly – don’t forget your 
instruments! 

am  Prep school individual photographs 
1.15pm-3.10pm Author visit by Jill Hucklesby for year 
7 only (Lesson 6, 7 & 8) 

3.45-4.45pm Bugsy rehearsal 
 
Friday 9th October 
8.30am Year 4 trip to Bignor Roman Villa. Returning 
to school at 5.00pm 
 
Saturday 10th October 
Saturday 10th October 

10.00am Football IAPS U13 6-a-side @ Elstree School 
1.30pm Netball U12A Versatility Tournament at 
Windlesham House 
 
Sunday 11th October 

 

  
Lois Griffiths and 
Brian Melia  
 


