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BRINGING LEARNING OUTSIDE 
 

 
 
During the half-term holiday two splendid 
canopies were created to cover the whole of 
Reception’s Outdoor Learning Area and 
provide cover for part of Pre-Reception’s 
outdoor space.  A new door was also created 
in Pre-Reception’s entrance lobby, enabling 
free-flow access from inside to outside.  It is 
recognised that outdoor learning plays an 
important part in the education of children in 
the Early Years Foundation Stage and these 
canopies will enable access to the outside 
areas all year round, whatever the weather. 
 

 

 MEGA COLLECTION 
 

 
 
No-one can have missed the huge pile of 
colourful shoeboxes outside the offices.  
They are awaiting collection by the charity 
Samaritan’s Purse for their ‘Operation 
Christmas Child’.   Thank you to all parents 
who have brought in a box; we hope the 
children enjoyed helping to fill them.  It is 
heart warming to think of the delight these 
will bring to children for whom a shoebox of 
goodies will be their only present this 
Christmas. 
 
 

RED DAY FOR REMEMBRANCE 
 

 
 
On 10th November all Pre-Prep children and 
staff dressed in red or red and black and wore 
poppies as a sign of remembrance.  
Nightingales presented a beautiful and 
moving assembly to the rest of the school.  
They explained the significance of the poppy 
and told of the tragic bombing of Coventry 
Cathedral and the cross of nails created from 
the rubble. 
 



On Armistice Day itself, pupils in Years 2 
and 3 joined those in the Prep and Senior 
Schools for the Act of Remembrance in the 
College quad.  This was led by Father Robert 
and included the laying of wreaths by the 
Heads of the three schools.  Many were 
impressed how the Pre-Prep pupils observed 
the two minutes silence immaculately and 
remained deeply respectful for the whole 20 
minutes of the service. 
 

 
 
 

FIREWORKS IN THE RAIN 
 
In true British spirit, despite the pouring rain, 
our fireworks party went ahead.  Parents still 
enjoyed their mulled wine and hot dogs and 
the children enjoyed playing in the dark and 
rain with their glo-sticks.  All seemed 
determined not to let the weather dampen 
spirits and there was a great party 
atmosphere.  Huge thanks are due to 
Christina Durnan-White, for persuading the 
pyrotechnic leader to actually turn up and to 
all members of the Parents Association, who 
worked so hard with all the preparations both 
before and on the night. 
 

 

MULTI-CULTURAL GIFTS 
 
We are hoping to increase our provision of 
young children’s books in languages other 
than English and also dressing-up clothes 
from other nations.  If anyone has either 
books or clothes they no longer have use for, 
donations would be most gratefully received. 
 

HANDS-ON SCIENCE 
 

 
 
As part of their English studies on Space and 
Forces, Year 2 went to Herstmonceux 
Science Centre.  This is part of the former 
home of the Royal Greenwich Observatory 
and home to the largest telescopes in the UK. 
The children had lots of fun with over 100 
hands-on exhibits including an outdoor 
discovery park where they tested scientific 
ideas on a giant scale.  The children worked 
in teams to construct and test two bridges.  
Luckily the bridges were strong enough for 
all the children (and some parents) to walk 
over!  
 

 



  

A highlight of the day was a visit inside two 
of the Centre’s green copper domes to see the 
gigantic telescopes.  All were mesmerised as 
the roof opened to reveal the skies above. A 
great day was had by all.  Many thanks to all 
the parents who helped on the trip. 
 

 
 
 

JOURNEY THROUGH ANCIENT 
EGYPT 

 

 
 
Year 3 had an entertaining afternoon when 
Aesop’s Theatre Company took them back in 
time to Ancient Egypt. The children were 
mesmerised with their journey along the 
River Nile reinforcing and learning facts 
about how life used to be.   All children 
participated   in   decoding   hieroglyphs  and  
 

 
 
 

there were many horrified and worried faces 
when one of their peers was put through the 
mummification process.   
 

 
 
But relieved when he came out alive!  The 
children didn’t want the exciting, educational 
journey to end.  
 
 

DIVALI CELEBRATIONS IN 
RECEPTION 

 
Over the past few weeks Wrens and 
Chaffinches have been learning about Divali, 
the Hindu Festival of lights, as part of their 
topic on Celebrations. They listened to the 
story of Rama and Sita and of course 
particularly liked hearing about Ravana the 
ten headed monster! They made divas and 
rangoli tiles out of clay and decorated them 
beautifully with paint and glitter. They also 
found out more information and looked at 
images on the interactive whiteboard. On 
Friday afternoon they all tasted delicious 
Indian snacks, listened to music and dressed 
up in traditional Indian saris and suits. 
 

 
 
 



  

 
A CHRISTENING IN THE CHAPEL 

 
After learning about various festivals and 
celebrations in the classroom, Wrens and 
Chaffinches  had  an  exciting  day  when  they  
re-enacted a baptism in the school chapel. 
 

 
 
They arrived at school dressed in all their 
finery as godparents, and friends and relatives 
of the proud parents.  
 

 
 
The Christening party walked sedately to the 
school chapel pushing the babies in their 
buggies. Inside the chapel Father Robert 
greeted everyone and explained about the 
meaning of a christening.  
 

 

 
He wore his special robes and used oil and 
holy water from the font. The babies were 
baptised with the water poured from a shell 
and they didn’t even cry. 
 

 
 
The guests were very respectful and enjoyed 
the beauty of the ceremony.  
 

 
 
A tremendous party followed with much 
dancing and eating. A big thank you to all the 
outside caterers! 
 

 
 
 



 
 

WOW WORK 
 
Occasionally, in our weekly Award 
Assemblies, we celebrate pieces of work 
produced by the children.  This is known as 
W.O.W. (Wonderfully Outstanding Work).  
These WOW pieces, adorned with the de 
rigeur WOW sticker, are displayed in the main 
corridor and show a range of work from 
Reception to Year 3.  Below are two WOW 
poems from Year 3 pupils.  The originals were 
written in ink – quite an achievement at age 7
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Occasionally, in our weekly Award 
Assemblies, we celebrate pieces of work 
produced by the children.  This is known as 
W.O.W. (Wonderfully Outstanding Work).  
These WOW pieces, adorned with the de 
rigeur WOW sticker, are displayed in the main 
corridor and show a range of work from 
Reception to Year 3.  Below are two WOW 
poems from Year 3 pupils.  The originals were 

quite an achievement at age 7! 
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THE COLLEGE TAILOR – EXTENDED OPENING 
 
The College Tailor will be trialling Saturday opening between 10am – 4pm, starting on Saturday 
7th November until Saturday 19th December.  It is hoped that this will prove more convenient for 
families, as well as local residents, who are increasingly visiting to purchase items from the 
extensive range of sports equipment.  The manager is also pleased to inform parents that the Pre-
Prep duffel coats are now in stock. 
 

UNIFORM SALE – SECOND ATTEMPT! 
 
Following the cancellation of the uniform sale last Friday due to bad weather and the Hall being 
unavailable, the Parents Association are hoping to hold a sale on Friday 4th December from 3.15 
– 3.45 pm in the front entrance.  Please note this will only go ahead if it is fine. 
 

BURNS NIGHT SOLD OUT! 
 
The Burns Night Supper and Ceilidh, organised by the Brighton College Family Society for 23rd 
January, sold out in record time.  There are a number of couples on the waiting list so please do 
not send any more requests for tickets. Tickets will be issued shortly. 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
Tuesday 1st to Friday 4th December:  9.30am Christmas Concert 
 
Monday 7th December:   Christmas Parties 
 
Wednesday 9th December:   8.45am Mini Carol Service in Chapel 

Term ends at 12 noon 
 
 
 
Editors: Sue Wicks, Louise Valder-Davis 

Brighton College Pre-Prep School, Sutherland Road, Brighton BN2 OEQ.  
Tel: 01273 704259,  Fax: 01273 704318, E: jmorley@brightoncollege.net, www.brightoncollege.net 


