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IT’S CHRISTMAS – WELL NEARLY!
 
Nothing starts the Christmas season better 
than the Pre-Prep Christmas Show.

 

 
The guitars and fifes began the festivity with 
a rhythmic version of Jingle Bells, whilst 
Pre-Reception waited so beautifully
behind the curtains.  And what a treat when 
they appeared with their performance of the 
first half of Nikki Davie’s musical ‘Shine 
Star Shine’.   
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WELL NEARLY!  

Nothing starts the Christmas season better 
Prep Christmas Show. 

 

The guitars and fifes began the festivity with 
a rhythmic version of Jingle Bells, whilst 

Reception waited so beautifully silent 
behind the curtains.  And what a treat when 
they appeared with their performance of the 

half of Nikki Davie’s musical ‘Shine 

 

 
Kathleen Gladwin took the role of the ‘
star who just couldn’t shine’ 
Reception and Kate Barr
the role in Reception’s second half.  They 
were both fantastic – even a few tears from 
Kathleen on day one couldn’t take 
her other three truly Oscar
performances.  And at the end of the story, 
when the big star finally found a reason to 
shine (over the stable in Bethlehem)
effect could not have been better, when Kate 
flicked her switch and the star rea
up. 
 

 
 
Year 1 sang with real gusto and control and 
some lovely dynamic contrasts in their songs, 
followed by very well executed and 
confident part singing in Year 3.  
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Year 1 sang with real gusto and control and 
some lovely dynamic contrasts in their songs, 
followed by very well executed and 
confident part singing in Year 3.   



 
 

Both the confidence and quality of singing of 
these children at such a young age is 
astounding.   
 

 
 

 
 
Finally Year 2 entertained the four packed 
audiences with the story of Babushka, in a 
musical by Ruth Kenward.  Josie Durbridge-
Colella took the lead role of the Russian lady  

obsessed with cleaning and was truly 
delightful to watch.   
 

 
 
 
We hope the children will have taken on the 
message that sometimes we have to look 
beyond our immediate concerns, to see that 
life is so much better when we are loving to 
others. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 



GIVEN WITH LOVE
 
Children and parents really have shown love 
to others this last half-term.  In November we 
collected a record 166 shoeboxes which 
should now be well on their way to children 
living in war-torn or poverty
countries. 
 

 
Thinking of those closer to home, our appeal 
on behalf of ‘Help the Aged’ and ‘Age 
Concern’ this Christmas has raised a
£380. Reflecting on the words of one of Year 
3’s songs: “Mrs O’Deary who is 80 years 
old, give her a present or give a call or she 
won’t have a Christmas at all”,
everyone’s generosity in supporting this 
appeal there will be many less 
O’Dearies’ this Christmas. 
 
 

THE ALTERNATIVE PETER PAN
 
Over the last few years it has become the 
tradition that the staff panto is an alternative 
version of the pantomime currently running 
at the Theatre Royal.  Many families went to 
this on the last afternoon of term. This outing 
was very kindly organised by the Parents 
Association and, as with all such events
organisation involved a lot of work by a few 
parents.  They certainly deserve huge thanks.
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The staff version was a rather improvised 
romp through the story.  The cast was as 
follows:  
 
Mrs Valder-Davis (Mr Darling), Mrs 
Goulding (Mrs Darling), Mrs Williams 
(Narrator), Miss Elky (Wendy), Mrs Akers 
(Peter Pan), Mrs Van Rietschoten (John), 
Mrs Ilott (Michael),  Mrs Parks, Mrs 
McVeigh, Mrs Rich, Mrs Greenhalgh 
(Pirates), Mrs Sebley, Miss Turl, Mrs 
Morley, Miss White, Mrs Howard (Red 
Indians), Mrs Crayford (Tiger Lily), Mrs 
Jeffery (Indian Chief), Mrs Edmunds (the 
Crocodile), Mrs Wicks (Captain Hook), and 
the star of the show . . . . Father Robert as 
Tinkerbell.   
 
Need we say more! 
 

 
 

VISIT TO SANTA
 
While the fourth performance of the 
Christmas Show was still in full swing last 
Friday, children from Reception and Year 1, 
having performed their songs, went to visit 
Father Christmas at the Prep School.  He was 
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making an early visit prior to being present at 
the Prep School’s Christmas Fair held last 
Saturday. 
 

 
 
 

PARTY-TIME 
 
On Monday all year groups enjoyed fun and 
games and lots of food at their Christmas 
parties.  There was also a visit from Father 
Christmas, who commented several times to 
his helpful elf (Mrs Wicks) on the amazing 
politeness of all the children as they received a 
gift from him. 
 

 
 
 

MINI CAROL SERVICE 
 
After all the fun, we always like to end this 
term reminding the children of the true 
meaning of Christmas.  The whole Pre-Prep 
School gathered in our beautiful chapel, 
twinkling with lights from the Christmas tree 
and candles, to hear the story of ‘Mavis the 
Donkey’ -  a quiet but incredibly hard-working 
and willing donkey who finally brayed at the 
sight of baby Jesus.   

The story was interspersed with traditional 
carols which the children sang beautifully.   
Particularly poignant was the lovely singing of 
the first verse of Silent Night by Harriet 
Heitman and Barnaby Gray.  The Carol 
Service was a moving and fitting end to a very 
long and busy term. 
 

 
 
 
 

FAREWELLS 
 
Just before the children left at mid-day the 
school gathered together to say good-bye to 
our lovely gap student Miss Elky, who is 
returning home to Australia, and ‘bon chance’ 
to Mrs Rich who is due to have her baby in 
January. 
 
The part of Mavis the donkey couldn’t have 
been a more fitting role for Miss Elky.  She 
has been incredibly hard-working, helping out 
in every year group, willing, flexible and yet 
totally unassuming and always cheerful.  She 
has been an absolute treasure and we will 
sorely miss her.   
 
Presents were given to both Miss Elky and 
Mrs Rich and we look forward to Mrs Rich 
visiting with her baby next term. 
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Thank you from me and all the staff for all the good wishes, lovely cards and gifts and for your 
continued support for the school.  Next term begins on Monday 4
families wishing their 3 year olds to join Pre
as possible in January. 
 

�����	
������
������������
���� ������	���"����#��� ��$
��	���	!

 
 
Editors: Sue Wicks, Louise Valder
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